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PHEOCHROMOCYTOMA : A CASE REPORT

Makoto Miwa, Nobuo OBara, Tetsuo
Marumoro and Michio TakaAse
From the Department of Urology, Tokyo Medical College
(Chief: Prof. T. Ohi)

Tsunao Our and Masami Hoxkano
From the Department of Pathology, Cancer Center of Tokyo Medical College
(Chief': Prof. M. Hokano)

Many reports were published about pheochromocytoma in these days, but there are still many
problems to be solved as to the relation between the hypertensive symptom and the catecholamine
value in patients with this cytoma. Recently the authors experienced a case of what is called asymp-
tomatic pheochromocytoma in which the patient showed a significant increase in urinary and blood
level of catecholamine, but blood pressure was normal at the time of admission.

This 51 year-old woman visited this hospital with a complaint of a mass in the abdomen. Past
history showed that she had been hospitalized for 2 months because of angina pectoris suspected 10
years ago and she was also pointed out to have enlarged gallbladder 7 years ago. Six months prior
to admission she fell down with an attack of hypertention of 230 mmHg systolic, but her blood pres-
sure was restored to normal in a'week. At that time her urine was positive for VMA and she had
a slight headache several times a day. At the time of the present admission the patient had a mass
palpated in the right hypochondrial region but no other symptom; blood pressure was 120/80; hema-
tological and blood biochemical study showed no abnormality; but X-ray films showed a huge mass
in the right posterior part of the peritoneal cavity, and the presence of a noradrenalin dominant pheo-
chromocytoma was suggested.

The mass removed was a simple cystoma of pheochromocytoma weighing 2,832 g.

The authors have considered through this case as follows:

1) Patients with pheochromocytoma have individual threshold values of susceptibility to cate-
cholamine, and the interrelation between the individual variation of the threshold value and the amount

of catecholamine secretion determines whether a patient has hypertention or only associated symptoms.
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2) . The so-called asymptomatic pheochromocytoma should rather be called pheochromocytoma

of the normal blood pressure type, because it also causes various associated symptoms other than hyper-

tention. Patients with pheochromocytoma may be of either the normal blood pressure type or of

the hypertensive-type according to the amount of catecholamine secretion.
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Fig. 4. Angiography
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Fig. 5. Gross speicimen.
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Fig. 6. Photomicrography H.E. > 40.
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Electron micrography.
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