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Selection Sources and Compilation Policies for the “Biao”, “Zhuang”, and

i Sections of Wenyuan yinghua

Wu HAO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The selection of texts for the “Biao” section of the Wenyuan yinghua followed the principle of
selecting some texts from various anthologies compiled during the Tang Dynasty, while simultaneously
incorporating texts from a limited selection of collection without much discrimination, according to
predetermined categories. In cases where there were too many eligible texts, a selection method known as the
“author ranking system” was employed. The compilation principles for the “Zhuang” and “Qi” sections were
essentially similar to those for the “Biao”, but there were some differences. For instance, in the “Zhuang”
section, only a few texts were chosen from each collection. In the “Qi” section, while almost all works from
the chosen collection were included, for prolific authors such as Liu Zongyuan, only the first half of texts from
the relevant section of the collection were chosen, without content-based selection.

Keywords: Wenyuan yinghua, “Biao”, “Zhuang”, “Qi", selection sources, compilation policies



