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In the existing registers in Dun huang Z2 and Turfan, from the
age of Ze-tian wu-hou BIRKJG up to the fourth year of Kai-yuan BT,
we find some conspicuous cases of the escape of the family-members and
the false registration. Since the seventh or eighth year of Kai-yuan BiiG,
the enquiry of the family-members was promoted and the domicile of the
family-members who had scattered before were put in order and in the
ninth year of this era, there was a large-scale conscription of wei shi #+-.

Thus, through the existing registers, we find that the famous Kuo hu
¥5FE policy by Yu wen-rong 57 ff concentrated on the enquiry and
arrangement of the registers and that policy obtained good results in the

western district of China as well.

A Study of the Relations between the Mongols and
Western Europe: a Reappraisal of Erchelthay’s
Letter Adressed to Louis IX

Tetsuo Ebisawa

In 1248 while staying at Nicosia, Louis IX received a visit of two
men, who professed themselves to be emissaries sent by Erchelthay, a
Mongol general. They handed over a letter to him. It is generally
described by European Orientalists that it was a genuine diplomatic docu-
ment of the general intending to enter into an alliance with the Franks.
But judging from the contents it is hardly likely that the letter was
written and entrusted to them by the general himself. The author suggests
such a hypothesis as follows.



The letter was written by the emissaries themselves, who were Nesto-
rians versed in things Mongolian. In it they emphasized fictiously that
in Mongol territory the Nestorians had recently come to be placed under
hearty protection of the Emperor, adding that all Christians ought to be
treated equally without distinction as to their religious sect. Namely they
as Nestorians intimated to the king and others their intention of seeking
publicity outside Mongol territory and making self-assertion. Though
the letter was made to look like an official document of the Mongol

Empire, it was in reality a private one fabricated by the Nestorians.



