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THE ASTRONOMER

«The Asironomer,” said Professor . . Turcer lecturing on
“Comels” at the Birmingham Midland Institute eary in December last,
“ has done hig best to beautify imaginative life. ‘Not only hes he
given us beantiful things to think of, but h» has removed some very
uglythings. The fear of comets is a very geod example of the kind
of dreadful ibings I meau. ” There was, declared the lectwer, a very
real fear of the comet of 1858, Comets in early times were
considered to be the bringers of some great d'saste. “A comet’ g
tail, ” wrote a dignitary of the chureh in 1578, “is the thick smoke of
Luman sin rising every day, every hour, every moment full of stench
and herror, " Even scientists were mystified by the movements
of comets. A French avihority declared in 1665 that the motions of
comets were so drregular that ihey would mnot be reduced to any laws.
Milton compared Satan to a comet, and -declared, “His hair shakes
pestilence and war. ” Comets at that time were considered to be stars
with hair on. The comet 1618 wig said to be responsible for - the
"prodigious revolutions now beginning in Xurope, especially in Germany.”
Sines the invention of the t2lescope, add=d Professor Turner, asironomers
had becoms familiar with comets, and there had been very rapid increase
in the discovery of them. Now they wnderstood their movements
and their courses, but no one know from whence they cameo and whither
they went. (E.M.2907)
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