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Enduring Effects of Wartime Mobilization in Postwar Japanese Society:
An Analysis of Social Stratification and Mobility Survey Data in Japan

IWAI Hachiro

During World War II, a large number of Japanese men were drafted into military service or forced to
work for military factories. This massive wartime mobilization could contribute to forming a strong
upwardly mobile orientation in postwar Japanese society because people learned how important a
college degree was to achieve higher status in large-scale organizations such as military or big
factories. Kazuo Koike, a prominent economist, called this effect as the legacy of wartime
mobilization. Based on this hypothesis, this paper explores the influences of wartime mobilization
on the career mobility of Japanese men. Using 1955 and 1965 Social Stratification and Mobility
(SSM) surveys, this paper, first, attempts to reconstruct the life history data of respondents that
enable us to analyze the relations between wartime experiences and careers. The analyses of the life
history data, then, reveal that there are clear age differences in wartime experiences among birth
cohorts. In addition, multivariate analyses of occupational attainment indicate that educational level
and father’s occupation strongly influenced patterns of occupational transitions from the wartime to
postwar period among people who experienced wartime mobilization in their twenties or thirties.
Using the results of these analyses, this paper argues that Koike’s hypothesis is valid in postwar

Japanese society.
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