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He asked himself to what purpose was all this destructive labor, and where was the
happiness of superior knowledge. (350)
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He had reasoned calmly with himself, and rendered evident to his own mind the
almost utter hopelessness of success. He had also made his resolution strong, that
he would not even endeavor to win Ellen’s love, the result of which, for a thousand
reasons, could not be happiness. (353)
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“You have spoken generously and nobly, Ellen,” he said. ‘I have no way to prove
that I deserve your generosity, but by refusing to take advantage of it. Even if your
heart were yet untouched—if no being, more happily constituted than myself, had
made an impression there—even then, I trust, a selfish passion would not be

stronger than my integrity. But now—’ (458)
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