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RETROPUBIC RADICAL PROSTATECTOMY WITH THE USE OF
ULTRASONIC CUTTING AND COAGULATING SYSTEM
(AUTOSONIX SYSTEM®)

Tatsuya Nacail, Satoshi Katsuno and Kazuo Kuroba
From the Department of Urology, Nishio Municipal Hospital

Toshifumi SAKAKIBARA
From the Sakakibara Hinyoukika-Naika Clinic

We report our experience of using the ultrasonic coagulating and cutting device, AutoSonix
System, which began in January 2000 to reduce the amount of bleeding in radical retropubic
prostatectomy. 'The mean age of the 24 prostate cancer patients operated on was 68.2 years old. The
operation results were excellent; the mean operation time was 227 %29 minutes (mean=standard
deviation), and the mean amount of blood loss during the operation was 215+ 114 ml. There were no
major complications. After three months or more of follow-up, no patients needed any pads for
urinary incontinence. Only one case showed a stricture at cystourethral anastomosis. AutoSonix
System was useful to reduce the blood loss from the venous plexus in the pelvic cavity. We believe

thad radical prostatectomy would be safer if this device would be used by the urologist.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 47: 557-560, 2001)
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Table 1. Patients profile

Age (y.0.) 68.217.1*% (56-75)
Clinical stage Bl 11
B2 6
C 7
Neoadjuvant endocrine therapy Yes 9
No 15
TUR-P** Yes 4
No 20

Serum PSA (ng/ml) 16.9+13.7* (3.4-54)
Gleason score 2- 4 9
5-7 11
8-10 4

* mean * standard deviation, ** transurethral resection

of the prostate.
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Fig. la. Auto Sonix system®

Fig. 1b. Ultra Shears® (short type).

Fig. lc. The active blade of UltraShears ® is
wedge shaped.
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Table 2. Results

223.6+36.5* (184-286)
215 114* ( 80-411)

Operation time (minutes)
Blood loss (ml)

Blood transfusion 2 cases

Early complications none

Late complications  urethral stricture 1
incontinence none

Hospital stay (days) 23.8£5.2* ( 19- 33)

* mean tstandard deviation
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