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Hashimoto, M. ‘A 13th-century turning point of fishing rights and
endemic fish-trap ‘Eri’ technology in Lake Biwa' (Kawanabe, H., ed,
Ancient Lakes: Their Cultural and Biological Diversity, Kenobi, 1999), pp.
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was the father of Kejian) by the imperial court after Renzong 1-F (Ayurbarwada),
and the fact that he was provided personnel, material assistance, and funding because
his home functioned as the national general headquarters of Confucian scholars and as
a government office. It should also be noted that Kong Sihui himself directed the
organization of the lineages of the three families, Kong, Yan, and Meng.

The Relation of ‘Commons’ in the Littoral Zone to Villages, Manors
and Miyaza in Medieval and Modern Japan: A Case Study of the
Right to Use Shrine Fishing Traps in Lake Biwa

by
SANO Shizuyo

The aim of this paper is to clarify the process of the formation of ‘commons’ held
by village communities from the historical point of view, focusing in particular on
cooperative use of resources in the littoral zone. Many of the previous studies of
commons have focused on land usage, but little attention has been given to the usage
of the sea or lakes. In order to make up for this gap, the author deals in this paper
with the communally held resources in the littoral zone, particularly with the reed
beds around Lake Biwa. The reed beds were the sites of fishing grounds where the
traditional method of fishing, unique to the region, involved the use of a trap called an
eri.

It was often the case that prior to World War II village communities had rights to
use eri on the shores of Lake Biwa. The eri traps belonged to village communities, so
they were called mura evi, village eri. In other words, the right of use of the traps was
also a common right. The concern of this paper is, therefore, to investigate the
origins of mura eri as communally held resources.

This study makes clear that the prototypes of mura eri existed in the medieval
period and that they originated as the property of shrines of manors and villages. In
the early Kamakura period, the shrines of the guardian spirits of a manor owned the
rights to use the eri that held the largest catch. This eri could only be used by the
members of the miyaza, a guild-like organization associated with the shrine, which
was composed of residents of higher rank, myoshu. This right of use was retained
throughout the medieval period and into the early Edo period. It is important to note
that it was the exclusive right of a narrow, closed society.
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On the other hand, in the latter part of the medieval period, another type of eri
fishing right emerged. It was the property of the shrines of the guardian spirits of a
village, that appeared when collective, autonomous villages, called soson, were
established. This type of eri was used by the members of the soson, including lower-
ranking peasants. In the last part of the Edo Period, the right of use was extended to
all the inhabitants of such a village.

In relation to fishing resources in the littoral zone, the number of those who
benefited from commons expanded with the passage of time as seen from the above.
Likewise, the right to use commons had been essentially restricted to a closed
membership, and those who received it were the members of the miyaza, an
exclusive religious organization.

The form of the usage of communally held resources has never been fixed and has
always changed along with conditions in human societies. An analysis of such changes
from the historical point of view may lead to an understanding of how human beings
carried out sustainable use of natural resources over a lengthy period of time. The
significance of the need to study the problems of commons in historical perspective
lies therein.

The Ecumenical Movement in England and William Temple
by
INOUE Osamu

In the inter-war period, one of the most characteristic features of the Christian
world was the ecumenical movement. This movement aimed for the reunion of
Christian denominations that had long been separate. The modern meaning of the
term ecumenical movement rose from the World Missionary Conference at
Edinburgh in 1910. After the First World War, conferences on “Faith and Order” and
“Life and Work” were held, and they served as the new channels in which the
ecumenical movement rapidly developed. The most vigorous leader of this movement
was William Temple (1881-1944). He was an Anglican bishop of Manchester (1921-
29), Archbishop of York (1929-42) and of Canterbury (1942-44). He was also a leader
of the Christian socialist movement in England. This movement urged the church to
intervene in social problems of the secular world and aimed to move the church away
from its introspective concern with spiritual salvation.
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