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On the Conception of the Reversed Asymmetrical

Charismatic Relationship

Gentaro MIZUGAKI

The term charisma generally refers to the power of an extraordinarily gifted
- individual to attract followers. However, it has not been clearly defined in technical
terms.

The uniqueness of charismatic cominunity can be understood by reference to
the mechanism whereby charismatic relations are produced and reproduced.
Charismatic community undergoes self-transformation or self-destruction through
infinite textualization of the charismatic person’s words and actions.

An extraordinary experience of commitment to the other can bear an abun-
dance of meanings. However if a shared meaning of the experience becomes collec-
tively coded and routinised, it forms the basis for defining a community, and at the
same tirhe, provides a normative frame within which the collective experience is
predefined.

The community norm has two functions. First, it circumscribes and structures
the meanings derived from the extraordinary experiences with the charismatic fig-
ure. Second, it defines the boundary between inner community ahd outer non-
community.

In a charismatic community, the charismatic person.is the source of the com-
munity norm. Therefore it preserves the place for the extraordinary encounter with
the charisma. In short there is a dynamic interaction between charismatic authority
and community norm; through arbitrary narrative and action, the charismatic figure
simultanously generates new meanings and destructures prior meanings. The com-
munity norm in turn strives to impose limits and structure on this process.

Second, participation in the community requires acceptance of the charismatic
experience as an aprior reality. For those who do not share in the experience of
community, the charismatic relationship appears to be based on definition by the
foilowers. For those who share the norm, outsiders seem to be blind to the explicit

fact of the charisma. Therefore the insiders’s self-representation is an inverse of the
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outsider’s representation bf the insider. '

The outsider perceives the charismatic rélationship as a reversed, asymmetrical
social relation which conceals collective representation of a certain person as a
source of the community norm. For the outsider, the charismatic relationship is
derived from collective circumstription of charisma, which is represented by the

charismatic figure.

Family Images in Modern Japan:

Two Types from the Text-books on Morals

Hideki NAKAZATO

This paper aims to examine how families, particularly in terms of the relation-
ships between parents and young children, are described in text-books on morals
used in Japanese primary schools in the years between 1904-1940. These text-books
may be considered as an appropriate source of images of the family for school chil-
dren in those days.

The text-books described two types of families. The first type is where both
parents and children were engaged in labor as contributors to the household econo-
my. The second type is where children were taken care of and educated by their
parents and enjoyed talking with them during meals. The latter type echoes
descriptions of the modern family in social history research from European
countries.

We cannot conclude that these two contradictory images of the Japanese fami-
ly were confused in the text-books. When the ‘pre-modern’ type is described, Lead-
ing characters are famous persons from before the Meiji era. By contrast, the lead-
ing -characters in accounts of families of the ‘modern’ type, are fictional. However,
they are contemporary with the pupils’ social reality.

We therefore conclude that in the text-book model of the ‘ordinary’ Japanese
family, domestic life was centred on mutual enjoyment, and that parents had an af-
fectionate and nurturing attitude toward their children.
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