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The Significance of Gate of Hell on Film/Music History inferred from
Its Music by Yasushi Akutagawa

Masao FUIIWARA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,
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Summary As a landmark in Japanese cinema’s overseas advance or as one of the earliest successful color
motion pictures in Japan, Gate of Hell (dir. Teinosuke Kinugasa, 1953) has received a certain appreciation
in the film history. However, its music composed by Yasushi Akutagawa has been overlooked. This essay
firstly points out the characteristics of the music of Gate of Hell in both ‘synchronic’ features, that is,
influences from other film music of the times, and ‘diachronic’ features which can be found in his later film
music. Then I show how the music of Gate of Hell is strongly connected to his Prima Sinfonia (1954/55) in
terms of the reutilization of motifs and the similarity of thematic. Prima Sinfonia was premiered at the first
concert by San-nin no Kai ([3 A @ 43]). San-nin no Kai, a collective formed by three composers,
Akutagawa, lkuma Dan, and Toshiro Mayuzumi in 1953, left big marks on post war Japanese music culture.
What’s interesting is that both Prima Sinfonia and the music of Gate of Hell, composed around almost same
time, use the same motif. Thus this essay reevaluates Gate of Hell from a viewpoint of the connection with the
history of music in post war Japan which has been scarcely mentioned by former studies.





