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The Role of Sogo-Gakushu in Curriculum in 1970s:
Focus on the Relation with the Subject of Technology

NAKANISHI Shuichiro

In the 1970s, discussions regarding reform of the school curriculum took place. This was summarized in
a report named The Tentative Plan of Curriculum Reform, which suggested the need of Sogo-Gakushu.
Here, we reviewed reports of the discussion, and found that Sogo-Gakushu was intended to connect with
the subject of technology. Next, to understand the relationship between Sogo-Gakushu and technology,
we examined stenographic records of the committee in which Sogo-Gakushu was suggested and the
theory of Satoru Umene, who was the chairperson of the committee. Sogo-Gakushu in the broad sense
includes learning of politics and labor, and in the narrow sense means only learning of politics. Third,
we examined the role of Sogo-Gakushu in the school curriculum. In Sogo-Gakushu, students tackle real
social problems, utilizing scientific and social knowledge comprehensively and communicating with
many people to solve the problems. Through such learning processes, they are expected to learn

democracy.
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