Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University

Relocation of the Graduate Schools of Engineering and Informatics

Koichiro Oshima
Professor

Department of Material Chemistry

The big event of this year for the Faculty of Engineering is the
commencement of the relocation of the Graduate Schools of
Engineering and Informatics from Yoshida campus to Katsura
campus. The new campus has come a long way since 1998,
when the fundamental structure and construction of the campus
were planned. Planning of the buildings for chemical and
electrical departments began in June 2000. This spring, the
construction of buildings in Cluster A and buildings housing the
Int'tech Center and administration office in Cluster B were
completed.

Katsura campus is located in the west of Kyoto city, 11 km
from Yoshida campus. It takes 40-50 minutes to travel by shuttle
bus between the two campuses. The new campus is ideal for
graduate study and research, and is surrounded by beautiful
nature and a number of cultural sites, including the famous
landmarks of Katsura Rikyu (Katsura Imperial Villa), Kokedera
Temple, and the International Japan Cultural Research Center.
The address of the campus is: Kyoto-daigaku Katsura, Nishikyo-
ku, Kyoto (post code 615-8510).

The campus has been developed on a hillside which slopes
downward from north to south, and is divided by public roads
into four distinct areas, referred to as clusters: Cluster A (8 ha,
Graduate School of Engineering Zone), Cluster B (5 ha,
Common Facilities Zone), Cluster C (6 ha, Graduate School of
Engineering Zone), and Cluster D (18 ha, Graduate School of
Informatics Zone). These clusters are arranged in alphabetical
order, from south to north.

The Katsura campus is designed to be a "techno-science hill",
where technology exists in harmony with science. The key
objectives of the new campus are: (1) promotion of international
exchange and interdisciplinary collaboration; (2) provision of an
experimental field for frontier technology; (3) cooperation with
the local community; and (4) harmonious coexistence with the

natural environment.
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This summer, six chemical departments (Department of
Material Chemistry, Department of Energy and Hydrocarbon
Chemistry, Department of Molecular Engineering, Department
of Polymer Chemistry, Department of Synthetic Chemistry and
Biological Chemistry, and Department of Chemical
Engineering), two electrical departments (Department of
Electrical Engineering and Department of Electronic Science and
Engineering), and lon Beam Engineering Experimental
Laboratory moved to Cluster A of Katsura campus and started
their activities at the new location. Meanwhile, the Int'tech
Center began its operations in Cluster B. This center was
planned by Professor Kenzo Toki, the former Dean of the
Graduate School of Engineering and Faculty of Engineering, in
order to revitalize the research activities of engineering. To meet
this goal, the center is designed to have two functional institutes:
"The Int'tech Higher Research Institute" and "The Int'tech Open
Laboratory." The center was named after its own mission -
"Many researchers will work on an INTerdepartmental basis to
gather their INTelligence in an all-out effort to solve
INTerdisciplinary problems and create new [NTernational
TECHnologies." Five higher research institutes and nine open
laboratories were selected to join the Int'tech Center among
many applicants. These institutes are: (1) Advanced Research
Institute of Fluid Science and Engineering, (2) Advanced
Research Institute for Nanoscale Science and Engineering, (3)
Advanced Research Institute of Interfacial Science and
Technology, (4) Advanced Research Institute of Environmental
Material Control Engineering, and (5) Advanced Institute of
Macro Chemical Systems.

Two hundred faculty members and 700 students will have
moved to the new campus by this September. On October 1, the
second semester of year 2003 will begin. Architecture
departments, Global Science departments and Engineering
Science departments will move to Cluster C during the next
three to four years. The whole relocation process will be
completed once the Graduate School of Informatics is relocated,
which is expected to be accomplished by 2009. I hope that many
new and exciting developments will occur at the Katsura
campus.
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Orientation trip to Awaji

Komatsu, Jenny Sayaka
Masters course student
Department of Urban and
Environmental Engineering

Let me introduce myself. I am a Brazilian of Japanese origin (sec-
ond generation). Although I have already lived in Japan for a total of
three years (discontinuous), I could say that my experience here is
only just beginning. During my first stay, as with most other visitors,
I was very eager to travel, and wanted to learn as much as possible
about Japan. I traveled from Hokkaido to Okinawa, and as a result I
feel that I know more about Japan than I do about my own country.
When 1 first realized that, it made me think more about Brazil.
During my second stay in Japan I had the chance to work in a con-
sulting company for a year and through that I could experience first-
hand the lifestyle of Japan's salarymen and women, albeit at a less
rapid pace than they endure. I returned to Japan this time to earn a
masters degree at Kyoto University. When I moved to Kyoto I had
hoped to keep a certain distance from the other foreigners here in
order to have a normal lifestyle, as [ would have had if I had been in
Brazil. But I recognized that this was impossible and I decided to
meet other foreign students here.

So, my reason to participate in the Orientation Trip was only to
meet other foreign students. But [ had a very lucky surprise, as I
could not only make new friends on the trip, but I could also learn
about a new type of Graduate School, which was very closely related
to my field of study and with what I want to do in Brazil. After pass-
ing under the Akashi Kaikyo Bridge by ferry, we visited a graduate
school dedicated to landscape horticulture, which is a new major that
tries to rejoin man and nature in a city planning context. I could also
learn about a rehabilitation program that uses horticulture therapy.
Amazing!

Although I like to travel in Japan, and have an excellent study and
research environment, the more I live in Japan the more I recognize
how much I like Brazil. Japanese people often ask me why I don't
stay in Japan to live, work, and marry. It is hard to answer, because as
a Japanese descendant I want to say that Japan is a good place for me
to live, but my personality is more Brazilian than Japanese (present-
day Japanese) and I really think Brazil is a wonderful place to live.
Brazil has fantastic people and rich nature, but we need to preserve

the wonderful place that it is. I want to be there to play my part.
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