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Regulating “Freedom of Worship”:
Management of Rani Sati Temple after the Implementation of

the Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1988

TANAKA Tetsuya

Abstract

This paper analyzes how a Hindu temple named Rani Sati temple can feasibly be managed after
state regulation by the Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1988. Rani Sati temple, situated in
northern Rajasthan, commemorates a legendary widow from the Jalan lineage of the Agrawal
caste, who is alleged to have followed a custom of widow immolation, namely Sati, in 1295,
and became one of the most famous Satimatas (deified immolated widows) in India. Since
the Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act was implemented in 1988 to prohibit worship of the
immolated widows, the temple has begun lawsuits to protect the basic rights of religious freedom
against public interference from the Rajasthan State Government. The precedents of court battles
show that the legal legitimacy of the Act is ambiguous. While the Indian state must prohibit
Satimata worship, it must protect the rights of religious freedom. Analyzing a series of court
battles by the temple, this paper discloses the process forming a legal discourse that gradually
curtails the space for worship and the permissive religious activities of the worshippers within the

temple premises.
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T FRARBIL LD L T2TBMEEETIATE L L) LT 2FREE T A M EDOT
EH OB HENF ISHEOTOICEINTE 2, ZOFRENMROZEEYS [ENoEH] 0
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. BIREIEII e Ny — OB ER L BRI TV L, T Y Fy —#HAN»HTE
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1200 =Y 7= Ml oTEMIZ IV - =7 4 — (kul devi, REEOTHY) LidpEo e S
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) — (Marvari) & LTHIBNG, ~— V7T —1) —EFFERNICIE~Y— VT — Vi (P a—F7)L
HEENCAY) HEELEWRL, 16 P ERC T VIBFTICR > TELBALLOBERICHET S
[Timberg 1978: 10]o L2 LIS D [BE)] AT 201 19 HRIC LR > TS5 Th b, HHH
Bk - FE A FOFSFEEORBE L AN v FIEEBO DL & = VT — VB & T
37K, 7=V % A = LAFFNICBET 2 AMGOMA LS~ — VT —1) — LIFIER
LEIhoTe TV o N=FT7Ou—k, IVA v IHEFEOT— VT =) — - T —TF— |k
bT—=— V7 —FREEY (M Loo%M), ZLTII =7 1 oMt &b 25
Bk U CERY % [Hardgrove 2004: 2511,
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Biae ) FRFRROEEEZ2BO [33 227 1 OWR] ZRORY 714 2 2L LTHRT % [Das
1995: 1071
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%, EH T —F— (Rana) \ZHEWS NWERMILEAIT - 72 (IF 1295 F) . Mz —=— -
T4 —EoTT—F—OMWRANCHEI L, BEICHSOBKE TS, 0251k T o 8070
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Amdvasyd)J8> T, wHEEALE T EICE NS A . FEIKEOEGE 2L b IFuIse bk

MIERMES 2o SN - I= P THEFIIEOSIMEMEZIRET 2 23227 1 DF

Ll TH D,

Doy aryad—fEOT7 757 —Vido—=— - 51 —Fkz [NoH - T-+F
OFFE] LR, L2 L ZoOFERE, FIT— M 7OBBZIFICASGEZHIRL Wb b Tidn <.
RPN FRTH Do TTIZI6LED A v FEBFAEIZBVWTL, EET L NI A NORE

VX =5 —rThiHrLIFVEI, TOFENPY LV X—BRKOKILMO—D L LT, ¥4 i
HOZBFEZGTIEDT T D EfREASNTWS [Gupta 1964: 89], FET 77 T — ik > T, flz
EZEUE T ADIERE (Baniyon ka mandir) ] T®H ). FE5E O MILAEFNEE L KO TR - TL
LBFEHELBEMI 2V, M THEDBIFERIZLES>TTI—=— - 71—k, BRI RETHIE
Wi 7275 2 ZAFTE (suhagin) & U CTRIEENTEGE L, BHIBEENTITELZFZITTANL &), Z
DEIWCEE N TAMORES VY —F— - T32=274THY, WODPFHREII2=T4D
BHMBORMEAR LTV L LTH, TNV 2 v Va2 A—HWEHSICBWTEELFRTH S
CEEFIRIZAELZ,

1936 4FIC . S M7 S OFRIEH O HEE TORMO—FHEII R X /8 — RIFEPT HEREEE T 257
S, 1940 B8 & T RICEli 2 G - s Tb T &7z (2014 FBUEMIMKIZH—5 L E —),
F 72BN I 1955 4E A 5 L&A (Shree Rani Satiji Balika Senior Secondary School) 7%°
HE SN, VarYaX—TIENO COMEEREEEPRB SN/ 272V ax—-BIyoilR
ke (B. D. Khetan Government Hospital, AI37 1963 4£) ASts Ol (1975 4F) LSO F &4 it
WMy 2hE, T—=— - F7 1 —FRADIEAOEEET) 2 MBI ZFE L TS 72, EE T A M
VarYaX =~ OREEEE Tl U CHISIIRE TR E LTORFH 2 ENTE 2L bR TE 5,

4. BilERE» 5D T —=— - ¥ 7 1 —fhiliE
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LT, BRICKS [HEEHF] oFANC X > THEI SN L RE7225, —HTEHERANIZVDIE [H
W7 Tho THADBMOHHPEE SN/ FEREHINTO X — 7 — EiEL ok &5 27551k
EN—HT FHREMANTIFTENZOTH S, 9A 1 HREBHTT b SRR W2 52H7 L7
DD, FRZSFEBENIZBIT S [H7 4 — 0K [ZOo0» THIREWIERH 1T - 72 SFERENICZT —
Z— T =G (EXEORE) PHb LIV, WY T 7N =Y R EDPLL v
Ko — AL AR S IRAES B 720 A0S [ 7 1 —OBFE] 12D 722 Wt 7 B TOB IR
e S, SRR D174 O ARSI s h Y,

FEEOPN EFL 2R - AL XA L. BRIEIC BT 2 F5 M0 Al % 20 72 kL. 20#H0
FHNZBFI E NIz A ¥ FEFIZLINUIEMO B BNIEHE 19T S EFIBRZ S 0T 22w & ER
ENb, TOMANIZLEL NZHCORNG - MEEZELTELZDITTIEARL [2OEHIE, 20
e, BB L OEAZBEICHIBE S S ] [Z282009: 88], 7 4 — ORI 2 AT RE A
BB A— T —ZFRFHILITIT) T Lid. ZOMFEEL L 2RAR VDI ILEI N DTH S,

LA LEBBOMICEE R R &, b AREOEWOHMATED S5 a T EE bhviois, #
F L 2 D B o FEENOT T 4 —OFIEHAT 202 HA T 5 & LTh, FSFEEICI3E
Dy Ko —WhfisDBHEINTVE0, EOBEENT T 1 —OBET, ENAE) v
WERIVEREALEE 22, MEICL 2T T4 —HED [E#]Y 13, oW FHEBREZEREL TV
B 2N, FEIICIET T A —~— 5 —FRETITONEH HWBITA X AN [T 14—k
E] LLTHHTES, LLaysiEidERE (74 —1Clb2) &5 05 FHFEE T Mk
FTLBWZIN, MEL>TH T4 —OEFZELTL00, LW - FHW BRI AR L, ST L0
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BN olzDThH Do fi T TEE SV DPRDITHENY T4 —OBEFEL LTHEATEI200H
WEOHLWE L D72,

TP 2T B N 7 A M, 1988 49 H 10 HEFBRHHANTO A —F7 — Dz g L 72
A5, BIHOO9OH I HIZH VA v ¥ EFIETFREHATO [F 2 X)) =% (cunri mahotsav) | Ok
BENE L72e FaX ) — L3R F0 DR & IR T 505, SRR ZEEIIE O BRI b REYIC
AWSNL B, FiUd [T 14 —0BE] LahsSh, FREMNTORH?EIE sz,

T/ —=— ¥ T —HAET0 FRAHEEL LTI996 4 11 A 4 H. SFRESHA O KRB HI T O
KB = — 5= (ajiia) 2470 ERSHB SNz, L LY v A TG % B < NGO [#%
PO EFFIHT 2T REE) (Mahila Atyachar Virodhi Jana Andolan) | %, 7 = — ¥ SR DSHIRH
WaERIET LD THD ERBFRRTTRATZ. T— Vv A — Y EEHHINEZ OLEAD Ty L —
OB OZEME B E T 572007 4 —OBRELALINZVEHIT L. ZOWE2 KA 5 60m
EEHESSRMFTHT L2, LA LEDOF XY =, BT v a (kalas, Ke AN7zgE) €L TFx v
IR - R—72" (chappan bhog, 56 TEOMEE) % 1) LAY Y7 4 —OEF IS T 2 & L THk
sn7z [Rajasthan Patrika (Nov. 28, 1996)]

INFTHRTEZLLEBY, BFEFTTOFRRTIE [TI2=7 1 O] Tlail. B2 [BHD
FAME] BXO V714 —BEOBESHE] IOV THLEONTE 7, HHATIEZI OIS [HE
DAI2=T 4| OODObDOETLOTIERL, ZHED [—iME] 20 LIZ20FRD A1

| HREEHRIMASNTELEHBENCTEL, TL T, WICHERZMY V2> V2 X — BT O]
RIEBFREHARDOERI TS —=— - 7 4 —FROMIESL S L, V2 vy 2 X —HlEits

ZBWT [AMN] L LCHRFRAMVESIT L) &7 585 MOREAD L ENLT 5,

4-2. F—=— 74 —FhORN & Bk
il flEIC LY, BET LT 4 —~— % —FRAOMEGTOEMRIRSES -2 &I
LoT, YarPax—EREHEERNOY T 1 —~—F —Fr~oBE % BE L7,

B—ICAREE LTEL T T o 72T BB OFEBRD NI 22 ) KRIC TR SR B oo 45 RIS %0 8
EOTTOEHIZEE L CHREBZHFEARE T 2 /B0 HE bz, KR THNIERERL S
72N IOV O B S 72T B S A O 7555, Tz | i5E 2 LT nir &9 2,
FWIZFABEFIC L > TEESNLZEHPEL SNz, B OFRIHAT S 1M Rk 25 5
m) ERIZRERERE SR OILRDFM S N CTWA0 20, Zhd 7—4 7 — FFFLDET R CET
CEoTELIEDSRZY,

198849 H 1 H A HaFBesicth NI 1E [Fa 13V 7 4 —OEF IS T4 ] &) BIRDTRE S
. BEIFFEEOS O F BRI HE SN L HAHGB I N $72F 2 X)) — 4 EEH THEHD
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TWb, TORMIBAED ST THY 2012F8HITHOA =T —=Td, YarVaX—EFH
LOFRPE LT [AREAICF 22 =% 2 RbALORENIIEESATwET] 2 EoBEL
A3 SN TV 72,

IO OBBIDHEEL TV 2ED, EBRICF = v 7 LTWzol K - NMERENKTH 2.
1988 LENERFRAMIC L > TZ DFERETF 2 X ) — OffifH #2511 &7 AIDWA (All India Democratic
Women’s Association) (2 X AUiZ, 1990 4 E TRX — T — 7 EAEFTHEOBRIZIZNT A ¥ N—F A
WIRIE LT & 720 LA L 2000 AFARLLREIZ IR 4 (IS BHE O T b Bk 2 55 2B TAYY) . T
FEAETTDR TRV FBRHENOSERE EHMEOHH 2 LiE, FETIEA—T—
R ERS LT ERAET L L TERORB LT 2428, BHEALTE T 2008KkTH S,

FIEFIC, 1995 SIS TSI S N D 2 v Y 2 X — B IR 2014 45129 2 v ¥ 2 X — T
REPICEERE SN2 ARE L &L e T A M SEITAEEEE L WO IBT, MR 2E4e - ¥ —
EADFMIIHET SN T2 EE M T A MIZND % 1988 SEDHIIAT LI T V72 X 9 A ik o
ANOFEFE - AT EIO R EFAT 5, Lo LEd 88 ELMEOFMGI % 2%, FHksTo
FREOGIMLE CZ L 2 B E L7ZBATEE OFRZEHE O ) L AL T I LB TEDLESH ),

ZO X, ERMEIERLIFEIFAERAIC L 2 FRNEENIIHEDP 12T —=— - 7 1 — Tkl
Habizb Ll BE NI A MIZASITHEIE LA, MilHS~NOHE#HE VI BTV 20V
A= e B R EEET 52 LI L 5T, FhaEE 2L LTE 7,

4-3. 2002 5EA 5 DIEER P I 1T 5 Ti i

1988 LD FREL & 1 U Cy BRI X 2 FEHBI~NOR KO0, T—=— - F 7 1 —5FkE
BT —TF =Y A3 22T AL TOFREVHIMWK LD O, RO/ FRE LT
HODRMRGFAEER TSR TLIZ Sl o T, BELEEZTRLAIDELTCELZ L
Worhhe L LZOWIGIIEL L THRNTH 72 EFHIIL T D7225 9 hy T E TOHBGI
FRTHDDD E512, HBOL TP EALTAD TSR] LIR) 5T SR RiE, S0
2 MEFBEOFHNT S 2 B SHEHEOFBUOHBDHIF SN TW5E, £ L TEIEMIZZOHIF 2
W2 TS ZEERAFETH D,

F—Z— H T4 —FROEE I A NS ENTTO [HHL] OFEDFHEE-> Tz &L 7
DFEBH D 2002405 T =T ¥ ALY — VEB TR TH 2 FlCHIEIRERMEZE L Tn
bo TOBHTE. 7=V v A5 — VHIEFIC X B FEFEADMADEEEIZOVTE bR, FHIC
(7 1 — 0% OBEOTHEMEIC OV THERS LTV,

W b T A MIOEER#ELICLIUL, 74— [EI0]) & L] IR SN L RE
Ty ATE A A DOANE 72 G IR L 7w 8E B % . BE TN E RIS E LA RET 5
TR ERT 20 o THERATOMTRRLLE - FEORITIE [BE] Lh7575, FRNOELE
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ZTARESTR [ 7NV T 10— Gl THD, HHERBHY v — ) —F—2DKBETH .
ZORTOEDPMBALENIZLEDN T —=— - T4 —TH b, o THSHIZE > THL~DREINIE
Y74 —OBEFETIERL, VA=V ORMEEFET LI L 2 E%T 5,

PWeDOFEMHIIHAZHTIE R CHEE P T A PDOWEINZ o FEHERTH D, Lo LIFFRD 72 ITHEHL
THW AW 2% ED 2 1I28E SN Tw CIRIZB W T, SFRUSEROLRE 22 [T 1 —
OEFE] OFEIZH - 72 TIERICHET . BODOERZEHT L L, V71 —OBEIL [EFH
WOEE] & (V74 —~—7 =N IZX5sh, EOEL*H/RETHILIETEL0, #
HOWEIEUNOAMICHD LB TH L72DIIFRTELNEVI LDTH 5,

COFHBIBAEDRAFPTH A0, FBTIET— V¥ AY — VSR THESIT 2S5 L LT
BZOVITIRIET 2 ICEO L, £9—mBIX. BHILES (74—~ =5 —OFM] 251LTE3
FEDTALWIELEZ BT RO TIE RV, EWIEBPLZTTHE, TVA T 741
EE. 7 —FEEOTBMERBITH D [FEomGt] 2 [ZHED)] ke v Fy —3kH
T—EICHAT 2D TH L2012, BIEICB TS 74 —0FE] ITE2E. 2o7—%
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I [HT 4 —0FFE] Lidvry By =W hrhb A iER % IR ) 2 & LFFETH
Bo ZOFHHICBVTE Y Py —WIESHEZ R\ [HF 4 —OFFE] ZHIEEP SHE SN LN
2LV REPFREEM 5% SN TnE ERIRTE 2,

FLTH)—=20FHIT, V¥ —F—>r AI2=2F7 112 oTDY I - F—7 4 —ZH 5
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