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How Pausanias Views Greece

A Reinterpretation from the Local Dimension

Fuki ONO

With the aim of depicting everything pertaining to Greece, Pausanias’ ITepujynoig is a work
incomparable both in its geographical scope and in the density with which each region is
described. In order to grasp the core of this complex literary construct, many attempts have
been made to understand Pausanias’ views on Greece, past and present.

Until recently, however, the prevalent interest on the issues of Roman imperialism has too
often led to an overemphasis of Greek vs. non-Greek (particularly Roman) conflicts, which, on
the other hand, has caused the relative neglect of the local dimension of Pausanias’ Greece.
That is to say, the poleis and regional entities which collectively constitute Greece have not
been paid the attention they justly deserve in the attempts to interpret Pausanias’ views on
Greece.

This paper, therefore, focuses on the often- neglected local dimension, and uses this as a key
to understanding the way Pausanias conceptualized the history of Greece. His consistent ‘anti-
Spartan’ attitude, it will be argued, enables two different concepts of ‘Greece’ to co-exist in
Iepujynoic - one against non-Greeks such as Persians, Macedonians, and Romans, the other
against Sparta. This duplicity of ‘Greece’, it turns out, functions as a joint through which to
integrate the decline narrative of Greece, full of inter-Greek wars, into the idealized vision of
the classical period symbolized in the victory against the Persians. Finally, suggestions are
made to newly contextualize the work in the culture of the Roman Empire of the 2 century,

without turning back to the well-worn dichotomy of Greek vs. non-Greek.



