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Within a Grove Pines.

BY CHARLES NEVERS HOLMES,

Alone admidst the pines! Mid solitude

Where seldom men and seldom beasts intrude ;

No path, no axe-hewed stump or knife-carved bark,
No sun,—a grove of shadows, deep and dark,

Unseen within these shadows, sings some bird,
Unseen, a rushing brook is faintly heard;

A squirrel chatters on a branch close by

And fragrant zephyrs softly, sadly sigh.

Pines everywhere, pines looming huge and high,
Which hide the drifting cloud and azure sky;

Pines old and tall, unmarred by time or age,

Pines scathed with lightning’s bolt and tempest’s rage.

Alone amidst the pines! A grove sublime,
‘Where we forget the sleepless lapse of time.
(< GUIDE TO NATURE,” SOUND BEACH, CONN, 1)



