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New occurrence record of a bivalve-inhabiting hydrozoan, Eugymnanthea
Japonica (Hydrozoa, Leptomedusae) in the Inland Sea of Japan

Shin Kubota

Seto Marine Biological Laboratory, Field Science Education and Research Center, Kyoto University,
Shirahama, Nishimuro, Wakayama, 649-2211 Japan

Abstract. In September 2004, one of the most derivative species of bivalve-inhabiting hydrozoans,
Eugymnanthea japonica Kubota, was for the first time found in the Inland Sea of Japan. Male and
female mature medusae were collected by plankton towing at Mitsushama harbor, Matsuyama City,
Ehime Prefecture. The hydroids were also found, associated with Mytilus galloprovincialis collect-
ed from the same harbor, and their medusae were obtained by culture. The diagnostic characters of
this species are confirmed and described. Based on successive research on distribution of the
hydroids and medusae in various places, particularly at Mitsuhama harbor and its adjacent area in
the Inland Sea of Japan since 1978, it is conceivable that the present species is distributed in this
area very recently.
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