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Introduction

(The exhibition “Home Life Diaries”, 2020/3/2~13, TU Delft)

Dwelling experience & Dwelling Understanding engages the experience of
space on a personal and everyday level. Our homes are the places where we spend
many hours per day and experience architecture. Their form and function, we argue,
has a major impact on the way we choose our future housing and on the ways we
live. But, how much do we know about the spaces and lifestyles of the everyday?
How big are the spaces where we sleep, eat, and play? How many objects do they
contain? How do these objects shape the way in which we organize our live? How
do these spaces and their usage change over time and through space?

Our experience of space and the way of using these spaces is intimately linked
to our age and life inspiration. What seemed to be a huge playground with numerous
diverse materials and experiences for creative endeavors, may seem a tiny space
when we return as adults. Lifestyles may change over a generation and the former
life of ones’ parents and caregivers may become difficult to imagine. Our view on
how we live also depends on time, politics, economics, social systems and culture
in a given place, requiring careful assessment of one’s own point of view before
making assumptions about the ways that a place is lived in.

Architectural drawings are not enough to understand and study the complex
experience of everyday housing and its meaning through time and space in
different institutional context. Architectural ethnography allows us to go beyond
the measures of rooms or listings of materials to understand (changing) uses of the
space, furniture and lifestyles that are personal reflections for a specific moment
in time and a place. The contributors to this exhibition have documented changing
housing environments and lifestyles of their parents through interviews and
drawings, creating a unique cultural history of individual housing experiences in
Japan, Slovenia, China and Ethiopia.

This method of architectural ethnography is derived from practices that several
Japanese architects and planners spearheaded. Kon Wajiro and Nishiyama Uzo have
documented lifestyles in the context of their physical surroundings as shown in an
exhibition in TU Delft in 2018. Such an approach is key to (re)connecting spaces
and their use for changing use overtime. The analytical drawings help us understand
and compare cultural objects that people used and the ways in which they interacted
with them. They also raise questions about other housing experiences through time

and space.



Note for Study on Dwelling Experience 3:Cross-Cultural Exchange of Dwelling Experiences, a Trial at TU Delft
Kiwamu YANAGISAWA

This exhibition showcases the unique Lifology method, developed by Dr.
Yanagisawa in Japan 2013, to which Dr. Ikejiri and Dr. Mizushima have contributed
since 2017, applied by 9 students from Japan, 10 students from the University of
Ljubljana and 2 students from TU Delft. This small sample of proposals provides a
first glimpse at the role that architectural ethnography can play in developing new
housing futures. A better understanding of how individual experiences of homes and
everyday life can help shape future lifestyles, and can provide important insights for
architects and urbanists eager to create smarter, sustainable and socially just built
environments. To do that we need a broader range and more diverse experiences.
Therefore, we invite the audience to share their personal experience.

(Prof. Carola Hein, TU Delft)
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