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Development of Timber Market on the Forestry of Kitd

—With Special Reference to the Lumbering Industries on the—

Lower Nakagawa after the World-war II
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Résumé

I took up the Forestry of Kité which is thought to be typically formed the structure of the landlord-
forestry model, and made a study of the development of the timber market, focussing my efforts on the
lumbering industries on the lower reaches of the Nakagawa river.

1. Before world war II, the big lumberes, who had been wholesale deales, controlled the river which
was the only means of transportation of logs and came to have decisive power of their price. Based on the
cheap and stable materials, they established the system of mass production of thin boards and directly tied
up with the market 0f Osaka and Kobe, they development itself also contributed to making the regional
structure strong.

2. After the war, their foundation broke down. In other words, it can be examined that the regional
structure has been dissolved to form the national unified market.

First of all, the means of transportation of logs was changed from a raft to a track, and thus their
corner in logs business was broken. Then the excessive competition among lumber traders, including the
newly-established ones has begun. The monopolizers lost profits from transfer bassed on the corner and
lost moreover, profits ‘from speculation in fluctuations in lumber price, and they were driven to purify the
industrial processes. Gradually they began to demand the foreign-produced logs for covering the deficit of
logs of Kits. Thus, the closed market in the past is gone and the more competitive market is come;the
regional structure has been dissolved. Meanwhile, at the manufactured market demand for thin boards is

lagging. All circumstances have accelerated the dissolution of the regional structure.



