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REMINISCENCE OF A YOUNG OPTICIAN,

Late Mr. Kaname Nakamura.

Yasuaki Iba

A great sensation was aroused at the news in the ” Osaka Mainichi,”
reporting the sudden death of Mr. Kaname Nakamura, of Kwasan Astrono-
mical Observatory, which took place on the z4th September, at his private
residence in Mano-mura, the lake-side village, near Ohtsu.

This incident is not only a blow to The Kyoto Imperial University, but

deadly detrimental to the amateur astronomy, for no longer superb optical
parts can be had from this most trandescent optician who had combined talents
of Calver, Clacy and Metcalf.

He was born in 1904, as the second son of Mr. Atae Nakamura, who occupied.
the post as Village Master of Mano, a quiescent village looking down on

picturesque Lake Biwa, and had a burning aspiration for the heavenly science
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since in cradle. After graduating from Doshisha Chugaku, a missionary school
in Kyoto, he entered Kyoto Imperial University Obervatory, then situated in
the town, as an Assistant-observer, at his eighteenth year of age.

Under the assiduous patronage of Prof. Dr. I. Yamamoto, the Director, he
worked hard, day and night, and attained marvellous talents, especially n
optical research. No one could, and hereafter, cope with him in the alacrity
with which he made progress; and his bright future was much expected by
all those concerned.

Recently, through the courtesy of the Director who always accepted his
overtures re optical research, his laboratory could add a new polishing machine,
capable of making mirrors or lenses up to 307 aperture, with full sets of acces-
sories, which J. Nishimura & Sons constructed under his design.

He was very complacent with it, and was about to initiate 232" f1
mirror after Yerkes type, and 132" f5 Petzval, together with 7157/ f4.5 triplet,
and and also ¢’/ object glass for their guiding telescope, on behalf of the writer
for use in asteroids and comet sweepings.

Plate No. 1 illustrates 10”7 3.8 Reflector with 4 guiding telescope of the
same type, owned by Mr. Shikuji Shibata, of Kyoto Imperial University, which
was made by Mr. Nakamura, at the works of J. Nishimura & Sons.

The said mirror was ground and ficured' within a week at his leisure, and
is rendering very satisfactory service to the owner. The largest object glass
he made was 71" aperture, as per plate No. 2, which he completed in 10
days, without neglecting his observation work. He made 424/ fa triplet for
his own use and actual time for its completion was 17 days.  Just prior to
his death he completed a Petzval lens with 5/ aperture. Mirrors he turned
out exceed 270 in all sizes.

The writer often saw Mr. Nakamura, dozing on a sofa by the side of
of grinding machine, running by motor, replenishing energy for vigorous obser-
vations at night. He had no hobby whatever, save optical and observational
works. On every Tuesday he came down from Kwasan to the town and
his destination was always confined to the University, the works of J. Nishimura
& Sons, to supervise ass2mbling the parts of telescope and its testing, and the
only recreation that tickled him was to get candy and sweets at a confection-

ery on his way back to the Observatory.
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When franchised from his busy routine work, he was at the desk, writing
letters in reply ‘to Inquiries re ““modus operandi” of telescopes, pros and cons
of refractors and reflectors, and mode. of visual and photographic observations,
etc,, put up before him from amateurs now ubiguitous in the country. To
give lectures to amateurs’ meeting was his another pastime, and as was his

<«

motto “always at work,” if time allowed he edited books, all of which are
and will be vade mecum to all celestial zealots.

” Shumino Tentai Kwansoku” (Celestial Observations as Hobby)

........................ Published in 1926

7 Tentai Bohyenkyoo Tsukurikata” (Telescope making and the mode

of Observations) - - « + « « v « o o v o oL Published in 1929

” Tentai Shashinjitsu ” {Celesital Photography) - - - - . Published in 1932
The foregoing three are his publications and are in wide circulation.

The illustrious name, Kaname Nakamura, a laurel-crowned, young scholar,
will be always in the mouth of all those in astronomical circles in' this flouri-
shing Island Empire through eternity.

At the request of Prof. F. E. Ross, of Yerkes Obervatory, the writer handed
him 2 copies of galactic photographs in August, and now they have becomeé

the last interview that will never occur again.
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