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Boundary, Territory, and Political Behavior in Postwar Okinawa:
Territorial Separation/Integration and the Ideologies of Struggles

by
YAMAZAKI Takashi

This paper explores how the drawing of boundaries or the demarcation of terri-
tories affected the construction and politicization of collective identity by investi-
gating the case of postwar Okinawa in relation to the Japanese nation-state. After
the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, U.S. military forces occupied and governed Okina-
wa until it reverted to Japan in 1972. Even after reversion, the heavy U.S. milit-
ary presence remained intact and continues to be the cause of anti-U.S.-base
struggles by Okinawans today. Using the data of rally statements against the milit-
ary presence and employing the frame approach, this paper analyzes the discur-
sive appropriation/abandonment of the concepts of territory in the process of con-
structing movement ideologies and protest identities. The political representation
of territory and collective identity such as nationality and ethnicity by rally orga-
nizers had various modes according to the shifts in the politico-territorial relation-
ship of Okinawa to Japan and the U.S. The choice of a particular mode of
territorial/identity representation was movement tactics by rally organizers who
attempted to mobilize the public. Some important aspects of the dynamic interac-
tion between boundary/territorial shifts and ideational movement tactics are pre-
sented.
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