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Brief Impressions of Japan

On November 30, 1979, I arrived in Japan as the
first Chinese visiting scholar to the Center for South-
east Asian Studies, Kyoto University. Kyoto
City, the old capital of Japan, has a rich cultural
background. Itis also known as a center of modern
science and culture. Here in this city, I not only
saw a beautiful, snow-covered Kyoto and pretty
cherry blossoms, but also made countless Japanese
friends. I can hardly forget the warm reception
they extended to me and their dedication to their
work.

The Center provided me with good working condi-
tions, and I was deeply impressed by the enthusiasm
shown by everyone there toward furthering research
in and about Southeast Asia. As a meteorologist,
I was interested in learning the latest developments
in Japanese meteorological science. Through the

By Chang Tang

Center and assistance of Prof. Chotaro Nakajima of
the Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto
University, and Mr. Tetsuzo Yasunari of the Center,
I was able to visit other universities and research
institutes, among them the Institute of Geoscience,
Tsukuba University, the Geophysical Institute,
the University of Tokyo, Japan Meteorological
Agency (Meteorological Research Institute, Mete-
orological Satellite Computer Room,
Forecasting Section, Osaka District Observatory,
Osaka Airport Station), and Yodogawa River Dams
Control Office. The discussion I had with Dr.
Koichiro Takahashi, one of the most distinguished
members of this field, was a most enlightening one.

In Japan great emphasis is placed on scientific
research, training and education of useful men.
Therefore, at all age levels in every field, there are

Center,
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