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— The Problematique of Orthodoxy and Legitimacy in Judaism under

the Arab-Islamic World —

Kazuya Solomon KANNO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This article investigates how Japanese publications portray a mediaeval Jewish denomination
called Karaite Judaism or Karaism. Since scholars have considered Karaism as heresy or sect, it has been a
peripheral subject among researchers, particularly in Japan. This paper engages with publications on Judaism
written in or translated to Japanese. The review shows that most of them negatively portrayed Karaism solely
as a heresy against conventional Rabbinic Judaism. Altering this dismissive attitude is essential to examine
Karaism without fallacy.

This article applies the classification of religious tradition presented by Masao Maruyama, a Japanese
political scientist, to reassess Karaism not with preconception but with integrity. Maruyama distinguishes
orthodoxy and legitimacy that are both translated as “Seito” (1E#%) in Japanese. By applying his definition
of seitd, we could decently judge the denominational movements within Judaism under the Arab-Islamic
power. Accordingly, while Rabbinism claimed its legitimacy by its oral tradition, Karaism maintained its
orthodoxy by renouncing Rabbinic tradition and emphasising scripturalism. This article recommends not to
describe Karaism as heresy and proposes a new approach to studying Karaite Judaism.





