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The Amelioration of Slavery and Marriage of Slaves in the British
West Indian Colonies

by
NAMIKAWA Yoko

The period between late 1780s to early 1830s was the age of the anti-
slavery movement in England. Arguments on slavery chiefly concerned the
amelioration of slavery or how the slave population could be maintained, and
not the emancipation of slaves. Not only abolitionist leaders but West Indian
planters also discussed how to reform and make slavery humane in order to
maintain the slave population in the West Indian colonies without continuing
the slave trade. It was not necessarily incompatible to be humane and to
keep people in slavery at that time. In order to encourage female slaves to
give birth, they were rewarded with material benefits such as clothes if they
had children. Non-Anglican Christian missionary societies began
proselytizing, and Christian marriage, which had not been recognized for
slaves, became legal after the late 1820s.

This series of the ameliorative reforms was a part of the evangelical social
reforms that took place simultaneously within Britain and its colonial
territories. Low birth rates in the British West Indies were considered a
result of sexual licentiousness and most arguments encouraging the increase
of the birth rate were aimed at female slaves and did not treat the ideal
family life. The reform in the British West Indian Colonies, however, failed
to increase the slave population as much as expected. The emancipation of
slaves in the British West Indies brought an end to the effort to pursue
humane slavery, and the system of slavery came to be seen as incompatible
with being humane.

Britain and its colonial West Indies were separate societies until late
eighteenth century. Lives including family lifestyles in the British West
Indian societies differed from that of British society. This differed greatly
from the situation in French and Spanish Colonies. For example, all slaves
were baptized and had the right to marry in the French and Spanish West
Indian colonies, but neither was common in the British West Indian colonies.
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The ameliorative reform of slavery was a trial and error method to
transform the two different worlds of the home country and her colonies into
one.

The reform movement to make British West Indian colonies Christian
societies was led not by the SPG nor SPCK, which were Anglican
organizations, but by evangelicals both Anglican and nonconformist, such as
London Missionary Societies, Baptist Missionary Societies, Methodist
Missionary Societies and the Church Missionary Societies. It is remarkable
that those who propagated Christianity for all the people and not only for
the English contributed to the reconfiguration of the British Empire by
unifying the two worlds.

The roles of mother and wife for women were emphasized in evangelical
social reform. Evangelicals considered Christian marriage and gender roles
universal and worthy of dissemination all over the world through Christian
missionaries. These roles, however, were not particularly attractive for slave
women in the British West Indian colonies. These reforms were seen by
female slaves as placing a greater burden on them, that is, they were
expected to work daily as before for the slave owners and also as wives and
mothers for their own families. It took a long time for Christian marriage
and family to become common in the British West Indian colonies.

Changes in the Economic Structure of Farm Households in the

Period of the Formation of Industrial Regions in Modern Japan: The

Livelihood of Farmers as seen in the Ecomomic Survey of Farm
Households by Aichi Prefecture

by
YUuzAwA Noriko

In this article 1 take years between 1885 and 1935 as the period of the
formation of industrial regions and through the use of the Economic Survey
of Farm Households by Aichi prefecture, I aim to elucidate the livelihoods of
farmer households and the changes therein during Taishd era, when
urbanization and industrialization were prominent. The reason that I chose

(219)



