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The Courage, the recklessness, call it what you will, is the flash, the instant of sublimation; then
flick! the old darkness again. ... And so, being momentary, it can be preserved and prolonged only
on paper: a picture, a few written words that any match, a minute and harmless flame that any child
can engender, can obliterate in an instant. A one-inch sliver of sulphur-tipped wood is longer than
memory or grief; a flame no larger than a sixpence is fiercer than courage or despair. (Collected
Stories of William Faulkner 531; my emphases)
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... he [the writer] knows he has a short span of life, that the day will come when he must pass
through the wall of oblivion, and he wants to leave a scratch on that wall — Kilroy was here —
that some body a hundred, a thousand years later will see. (Faulkner in the University 61; my
emphasis)
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0 — IR ACERER 5722 72 BT 2T 4 AOMEIEWNAY EEA RL-72
JT RUBEDE S I NTESTeDH AT D, S 512131 do not even know of my own
knowledge that Ellen ever saw it, that Judith ever loved it, that Henry slew it: so who will dispute me when
I say, Why did | not invent, create it?” (AA118) LT 3bBIFIITE Z Heh o T ife 7,
LD,
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FHOND, VaT 4 AL BEOHDO LIS L, “He wasa Catholic. Do any of you all know how
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“Catholic be damned; he was a soldier: And I can pray for any Confedrit soldier’ and then cried
in his old man's shrill harsh loud cacophonous voice: ‘Yaaaay, Forrest! Yaaaay, John Sartoris!
Yaaaaaay!” (122)
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Charles Bon. Born in New Orleans, Louisiana. Died at Sutpen’s Hundred, Mississippi, May 3,
1865. Aged 33 years and 5 months.  (AA 155)
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DTHD, JTUT 4L VT A AR OEAIZ, “... thinking how it would have been
terrible for her sure enough if she had wanted to put Beloved Husband of on that firstone.” (155) &%
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VaT 4 Al EHOBOWORTIHIONE SO (A - v =l R, =
TATUX RY) EIIECHCEESND Z L1272 H—... [Quentin] thought how whoever
had buried Judith must have been afraid that the other dead would contract the disease from her, since her
grave was at the opposite side of the enclosure, as far from the other four as the enclosure would permit. ....”
A70) . EDV 2T 4 ADEAIIZ SAIENTND,

Judith Cold field Sutpen. Daughter of Ellen Coldfield. Born October 3, 1841. Suffered the
Indignities and Travails of this World for 42 Years, 4 Months, 9 Days, and went to Rest at Last
February 12, 1884. Pause, Mortal; Remember Vanity and Folly and Beware.... (171)
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i CToH5H I,

“... watching these letters also emerge beneath his hand, wondering quietly how they [the clinging
cedar needles] could have clung there, not have been blistered to ashes....” (170) &7 =27 1 14,
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ANENT-SEEOHMENEMEZRT AN Bb, RET =2 ) —UDOFHEICERT, “Beautiful
lives — women do.” (171) & ZclEA AN FTREGE CEYRANFTRE/R R A~ LB T L E 5, HtE
7Bl & > T, &, «.. unreality in which the shades and shapes of facts — of birth and
bereavement, of suffering and bewilderment and despair — move with the substanceless decorum of lawn
party charades, perfect in gesture and without significance or any ability to hurt”  (171) 50 F
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RDBAD \GO—BAN) RiLkd, HTbERIR ERORUVMAEE LTERT,
Eg) %0id ) (67) O A=, =LASh, R bifibing, TRl
e, ... changing from phase to phase as the butterfly changes once the cocoon is cleared, carrying
nothing of what was into what is ... leaving no bones, no substance, no dust....” (159) &#fi5 4,
TV aT 4 AZFE ST, “the young girl dreaming, not living, in her complete detachment and
imperviousness to actuality almost like physical deafness” (55) &5V THD, LnL, Z0D
o g | BoX o7 19K | DBERE) L oI REERS I 55
BEE, WA LD H IR A B LT 5,
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CEDISLIFOHT, 72T 4 Y ORORNIWSr—PT [TF) FZATIEARN,
“the rank smell of female old flesh long embattled in virginity” (AA4) %% L <FEHL TW54E
ETHEEDOLDTH D, HWBIRFEICEGERF R ZFE L7zt b0 DR ORI E
ZHefit U723 U —%“the female flesh in which his name [Thomas Sutpen] and lineage should be
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some things for which three words and three too many, and three thousand words that many words too
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“And she didn’t tell you in so many words ... didn’t tell you in so many words anymore ... nevertheless
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T BHNIR S TR A ER DR CH D, 728725, ... true wisdom which can comprehend
that there is a might-have-been which is more true than truth ....> (115) % H2yDHITERD B35 T
BHd, B [LDOEEL) #RHIALY— a7 ORER 22, HRITEOY)
FEEMNTND, BEITFE LN Z EDORVARATEL Tl F h_viZida
world filled with living marriage like the light and air which she breathes.” (116) Z i L T =D
72 FhUE, A e [FBEER otRTHY, TRALES] (121-22) 27N
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He had ... the note which he had received by the hand of a small negro boy just before noon,
asking him to call and see her — the queer archaic sheet of ancient good notepaper written over
with the neat faded cramped script . ....(5)
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“a character cold, implacable, and even ruthless” (5-6) ZRtAHUL L -7 B TH D, ZO%
WRORRFHL, BEDBL 7T 4 L o T m—FOYREDMFHOAN A T4 LT
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The My dear son in his father’s sloped fine hand out of that dead dusty summer where he had
prepared for Harvard so that his father’s hand could lie on a strange lamplight table in Cambridge;
that dead summer twilight — the wisteria, the cigar-smell, the fireflies — attenuated up from
Mississippi and into this strange room, across this_strange iron New England snow. (141; my
emphases)
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“Yet he [Quentin] seemed to be looking at it [the letter].” (176) & ﬂu@ D FIET B, D%
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A OFE RADEA5HENH 5.

[TThe two of them ... facing one another across the lamplight table on which lay the fragile
pandora’s box of scrawled paper which had filled with violent and unratiocinative djinns and
demons this snug monastic coign, this dreamy and heatless alcove of what we call the best of
thought. (AA 208)
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T4 AD MEEBERIR]) ([TREE O AL E L, RACTEREES Z &L, BT
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%ﬁhﬁﬁ TaF 4 ATEBED, W BIEOIR L DFRE T, VaT 4 AT T
AT 4 LT =T 4T s RLREEVIRD D, VT 4 ZA0FIiE, Frud TS
X911 EWIAKIESTZ, AR, VIDRDRIZE ST, RSV 2T 4 A~THE
BESNTZ LMD, JorT 4o V=% W hSu i U —% B 2RO,
R DBENMIZOWTEHZ D WO FiEEE TAE T5,
ZORYDHLOFMIE, TV aT 4 AL TI T 4 OMEHIFAT HILTWTE,
[774 8 L] HA4FEOIDIHNT, 10049 A, IAY— - AL TV, /=0T 4
YINa— PO SN B DAL, BEATROR 5 F DI, FZOENHLEDH L TL 5,
7iy;4yﬁ IRF— ATV Unh, A~ R, VaTF 4 RAEDS DI

(2 K DRERSEE L OWREA NSV TS, B4 TEDRED Y T, R OTHROEN - ko
7{\0)4: ORA T e

[Quentin] read the faint spidery script not like something impressed upon the paper by a once-
living hand but like a shadow cast upon it which had resolved on the paper the instant before he
looked at it and which might fade, vanish, atany instant while he still did: the dead tongue speaking
after the four years and then after almost fifty more, gentle sardonic whimsical and incurably
pessimistic, without date or salutation or signature. (AA 102)

FHUIZ ATV, ERER (=77 Y=V ) (“Bvangeling”) 128\ Tk, 4
DY P aT 4 RATFEERRRRICED IR S OFAE FITT 25 AH 5 ( [HR
Pl 585) . bL =y vy LOEEMEEEX AL, Ur—Y=T
TR by 7 ATHE) fFENILES T MERICBMR L2012 1865 44 H 9 HTH S
Mo, VT 4 ANFREZTE-7-01, 4 A 10 B LD FREMNS @ Z 12725,
FIUL, WBDIC TRERD V2T 4 A R0, #&b0IZ [BEADT) . (X6 ol
DOEEOSEL R, SIOLITZENA Ry OA4RTLRV, FRTFHRTHD, LiL,
ZOFTRE Y 2T 4 AP T AR, FIULIY 27 0 AGETHN, Lnh, ZANEE
O AFEFNTFEED L D12, I3 vy ERFELY MUBEORM TRHROCV I 2 LT
T-DENG, EYRNR L DHEDIEE Y 25 4 A Tbh>T=2D125 9,

You will natice how I insult neither of us by claiming this to be a voice from the defeated even,
let alone from the dead. In fact, if | were a philosopher | should deduce and derive a curious and
apt commentary on the times and augur of the future from this letter. ~ (AA 102)

DR DFROESHUEDTED,  [D7a7c) ~NFONTHEEFO I 05,
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Lt BIIY 27 4 AOFZL > TR, ftEN2 TUIRLRWI E BB ENT
W5, Fo, BRI OIR, BEROPERA R CEMNIZY 27 4 A~OFRIIE, &
DERA~D T A2 b ERKE TDOTEE TEZIAATHBILTTE LT D OB
W, AeReDERREE T, BHLR, BRXD b0 Lol A TRILT
(103) DX H7EoT=, L EMT AR PEXH LR e R~DOTFEIL. EEDITL
BTN E Lz LWISETEI NS,

We have waited long enough. You will natice how | do not insult you either by saying | have
waited long enough. And therefore, since | do not insult you by saying that only | have waited, |
do not add, expect me. Because | cannot say when to expect me. (104)

ZIIBROEARDOES S by, BN, [h7Rl-0b Lo 2iFnsinbnbeny | b
W DL, EETRRODE LIV, EWIFEDTERDIES S Dy, Rridn ) [
Bl IERNEENDDEA 90y RAL BRIV Y =5 b EH TS L
RO, EVHZT, EEL EED) FEETORY EFATOT 2T 0 AR Tt
B, Y —h Y bR S TAEETED T LI . ERRERAT. ~Y
—MRFL QW2 X 5 1iE, BEEOMEANRIREZ R Ued T, BB H DT HDiR
PUCTENPIRRE A RS D IED SR T= D72,

FATAR 7500 41F, Var T2 a—IX0LaHLERL, RrOFHMHKICHD
W, UL BB oL sEDES D) | 2F0 ., WERTSHEOTICANEH
WEE%] (Matthews 22) L9 7 4 —27 F—OMIZ 2 I ZF D E EHRIHIE 72> T
W5, LiiUD,  (Krause237-38) , [RIST 7T 7 Tr T 0T 41%, ~2 U —DFTHIR
EHRT LI, FOFMRIR T LR, B2 L TEITHA I, RonTiks
B ZELIZE o THOZERS 2, &0 DIFFEFFHTIIRWEA 5 )y

Tz, EFHITZ TV ICh v a— R HREINCERIL LR, a7 s, Ry
DRY b U L BB E 4 FERBIROFHT TV &5 2 ) = OHEIZE L5726, R
NEITFREEL 282K T T OTFICHIZ L B2 200572, FERRTYREO EE )
FREHLTH AR OFHUL, PaT 4 ALRIETH LIZE D, R~0EHE: R -8 E
MPEEZ DD THD, Wid, FEEFEL TG LAV, ZAUudt UM U725
WD TERAE LTSNS | 72O TRTIUIR BT, ik, b Ln
Lizh, AZIENCY 2T 4 ALFEETH 2 LIck-> T, Y MU OBRWMDOFREZENT
WSIPEX 2 Holo b bEZBND,

R MU DOFRHERF LIRS, FADE LT GV VR DI, ko LivZen
MEFLHIEEZEZTQNDE, Va2 V=R OLEEHE L, SHIT, R ik
HITHZES ) (261) A A—VICE T, ML THHV 2T 4 AR TNDHZ L& biE%
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AL ORFUITIBNT,  MLHIZFREZIES ] EVD, DD TT A Y W78 % /5
ZLTRBDOTH S,

FEOHFT, AL BFOMESL HEIEND DIIREHOIZ S Tho T, HIETII RV,
EWVIOITFERREHL TS, b2, Rk, R 7752 Lidukdienl, M %
EE LTS EBIRTND, DFY, RATY 2T 1 AL, BREAEZDEFEE ST,
b2, YaF AL [BLTWS] O—FbRV DL, [Thil- L, AXx 5
MZHd] EFEOKDY TEDIZIZTT, V=T 47« RLRAEEVIGD DD TH S,

So that means that it is dawn again and that | must stop. Stop what? you will say. Why, thinking
remembering — remark that | do not say, hoping — ; to become once more for a period without
boundaries or location in time, mindless and irrational companion and inmate of a body which,
even after four years ... is still immersed and obliviously bemused in collections of old peace and
contentment the very names of whose scents and sounds | do not know that | remember, which
ignores even the presence and threat of a torn arm or leg as though through some secretly incurred
and_infallible promise and conviction of immortality. — But to finish. | cannot to say when to
expect me. (104; my emphases)

FRITEONTIRE LW EOR L OUNE, FIROREITERIT D 2 L BRUSKRA~
DILEFESTND, RATTREELS 2 LI2Lo T, FBRHBERE L Q2720 Tz
WV, —H T Va7 4 AL OFSEORE L KEFEICEENEDS LB R TWDTHD,
TOFER, ITEEER & NFRIRIEE VO WHFOIREITZ L1T2AH L b,

LML, BEORBIZONWTRL RN OSHEIn —FOSEEL bR S5, 7—10,
“That is the substance of remembering — sense, sight, smell: the muscles with which we see and hear and
feel — not mind, not thought: there is no such thing as memory.” (115) &FE->TWADEEED
TRROIE, RUPHREFRICOWTEEDEINL, 5 HOr—FDEZOERICS ZHEEIL
W5,

“Because what WAS is one thing, and now it is not because it is dead, it died in 1861, and therefore
what IS— There. They have started firing again.” (104) &iR~_5A L DFTE,/ RTEZDNTH—
PIZ, “One day he was not. Then he was. Then he was not.” (122) &b~ X512 he was
absent, and he was; he returned, and he was not; three women put something into the earth and covered
it, and he had never been.” (123) &3ED, ZDwas” & “is”Z & D ANRIDIFLE, AAEDFAIE L,

= L%%0]  (The Sound and the Fury, 1929) (23R TY =7 ¢ D AR ZIK D BHEITH
WTRDIRLES TS, IAZ— - ar 7V uid, BREChH -2 Lwas”) WV HFEE
ERORHEREHEAT, [H o780 was”] LN ) DIFH LWL SEDOHF T—HBERELNELE

62



ThdHZ &, oIz e <, RO UIBAAEILS £ TIHEETT S0 L,

[ 9720 L7 ETIHFTI BV LK (SF178) .
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THEDNNTND, THICE N, BIFEL R, BHROER, il b, HiR SR
I, BRI L TPaT 4 ATHFCETZEA Dy Dl b VaTF 4 Alf, 72T+
COMFHZ, ROFTHIZH o7z 5130 97202 Ewas”) KO 555 2 LYis?) 122
WTELL TN,

R OFROBAN L, FRIfHE STk E . EBRHIHWZ A h—T DEEX DN T
EITND,

... this letter which you now hold in your hands — a sheet of notepaper with, as you can see, the
best of French watermarks dated seventy years ago, salvaged (stolen if you will) from the gutted
mansion of a ruined aristocrat; and written upon in the best of stove polish manufactured not
twelve months ago in a New England factory.  (102)

F72. FROKBIZIIFC L S REEMRVIRSND,

And since because within this sheet of paper you now hold the best of the old South which is dead,
and the words you read were written upon it with the best (each box said, the very best) of the new
North which has conquered and which therefore, whether it likes it or not, will have to survive, |
now believe that you and | are, strangely enough, included among those who are doomed to live.
(104-05)

ANCE BTFRMOFEEL L 2 h—T DEXIICONT, 75&?4@5%%ﬁ06ﬁ6“

T MU OBEERN, 7T ARDKED NEOEEIC B ZIFIT AR, AR A

FIT20THY ., HLWT A UDREHNT A | ﬂmb ﬁ%%#%%% L ELVLo

ZHEEO72 b O, EFW e b OITHEIG2 b ONR, FEEITAER D, AF%@@L/E&@E@
%wﬂ%a@%ﬁm HAEEN5DTHD (Krause 235)
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The Tombstone and the Letter:
A Desire of Ecriture in Absalom, Absalom!

KUDO Toki

Summary: The tombstone or the old letter many characters leave their
thoughts or memories cannot be easily interpreted. William Faulkner not only
refuses to authorize any assumptions about who wrote the letter to whom —
about the origin, destination, or meaning of the letter — that might stabilize and
simplify its reading. Instead, he willfully entangles its readers, both inside and
outside the novel, in a web of competing readings, rereadings, and misreadings.
Within the novel, we recieve at least six perspectives on reading this problematic
letter. No single perspective or combination of perspectives produces a
genuinely satisfying reading of the letter or provides an adequate paradigm for
reading. The tombstone or the letter, however, provoke in and through each of
its several readers a series of sustained meditations on the problems in the text.
These detailed readings can help us to (re-) read not only the letter itself but also
the Faulknerian text that generates — and is generated by — the letter.
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