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MONGOLIA’S “INDEPENDENCE” AND WESTERN CONCEPTS
TRANSLATED INTO CHINESE WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
THE NEGOTIATIONS PRIOR TO THE KIAKHTA TREATY OF 1915

OKAMOTO Takashi

This paper aims to examine the diplomatic negotiations relating to Mongolia’s
“independence” and international status after the 1911 Revolution and clarifying the
Chinese notion of the world order and its transformation.

I first trace the process of the tripartite negotiations between Mongolia, Russia
and China from the conclusion of the Russo-Mongolian Agreement in 1912 to the
Kiakhta Treaty in 1915. Secondly, I focus on the language and actions of the
Chinese and reexamine the correlation between Chinese interests and wording in
the negotiations by chiefly conducting an special analysis of some Western concepts
translated into Chinese, such as zizhu BH=+/zizhi Bifi [independence/autonomy],
zhuquan FHE/zongzhuquan 55FRE [sovereignty/suzerainty], lingtu #81/fanshu
#JE [territory/ dependency], and so on.

As a result, I clarify that although Russia and China recognized Outer
Mongolia’'s autonomy as a Chinese territory and Mongolia recognized China’s
suzerainty in the treaty, both the Chinese and the Mongols were dissatisfied and
imposed their own interpretations on such concepts as zongzhuquan [suzerainty],
zizhi [autonomy], and so on. In addition, I point out that this not only necessitated
China’s investiture, cefeng ¥, of “Bogd Khaan” and the abolition of Outer
Mongolia's autonomy only a few years later in 1919, but also brought about the
conditions leading to the Mongolian Revolution in 1921.

This historical process cannot be said to be unrelated to the concepts of
“sovereignty” and “territorial integrity” that govern foreign relations in contempo-
rary China. It can be regarded as a key source in examining the formation of

nationalism in China and surrounding countries.





