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‘Narrative’ and ‘Dialogue’ as a Strategy for Life with
Positiveness: Through the Life Stories of ‘Doubles’
between the Zainichi-Chousenjin and the Japanese

LEE Hong Jang

The purpose of this paper is to examine how one talks about oneself to achieve
‘the strategy for life with positiveness’, by the analysis of life stories of members of
‘Param no Kai’ which was founded by ‘Doubles’ between the Zainichi-Chousenjin and
the Japanese. First of all, this paper focuses on Park Rina’s life story to examine how
‘Doubles’ see themselves and what they suggest toward both societies, the Zainichi-
Chousenjin society and the Japanese society, since ‘Doubles’ are under ‘the dual
oppressed situation’ from these both societies.

As a result, it is revealed how Park sees herself as a ‘double’ is determined by
the two experiences, one was that she could eliminate the prejudice in which the
Japanese had toward Zainichi-Chousenjin by the dialogue, and the other was that she
was marginalized by Zainichi-Chousenjin society. Moreover, her perspective of her own
self is strengthened by re-interpreting her former conflicted experience positively.
Such life story as Park’s seems to lead those who belong to Zainichi-Chousenjin
category to tense dialogic relation. Additionally, this paper also describes how Park
Rina built dialogic-relation with another ‘Double’, Yamada Yasto, having being
‘Doubles’ in common.

The two came to find ‘the margins of narrative’ one after another not by settling
in ‘Double’ category and abandoning ‘dialogic activeness’ but by recognizing their
differences and commonness. Such dialogic relation has a significant suggestion on the

way of dialogue between majority and minority.
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