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The Formation of the Tang Dynasty and Taizong's Policies Towards
the Aristocracy: Based on the Peishijiapu ZEERRE Edited by Pei
Tao 2i and Cited in the “Peishivianggong-jiapuzhibei
FIRARARFEZM” Stele Edited by Liu Ruoxu HIF5 %

by
HORII Hiroyuki

According to the Guan-Long group (BRiZE ) theory by Chen Yinque B
%, three clan lineages constituted the ruling elite at the beginning of the
Tang dynasty, which was established in the early 7th century: namely, the
Guan-Long group, the Shandong I aristocracy, and the Southern Dynasty
aristocracy, with the Guan-Long group oppressing and excluding the other
two to gain central command of the government. Previous studies have
discussed the nature of the Tang dynasty based on the constitution of the
ruling group, but have tended to disregard the ideals supporting the basis of
the dynasty’s regime.

This paper will focus on the Zhenguan-shizuzhi BIKERE, which was
compiled by the second emperor Taizong A5% as he attempted to establish
the dynasty’s ruling group. The Zhenguan-shizuzhi distinguishes the ruling
class shi & from the subordinate class shu BE, and legitimized the clans that
produce the ski. Furthermore, it ranks the imperial house at the top, and the
other clans based on the Tang official rank system, guanpin B . Through
this effort, Taizong attempted to instill imperial rule and the Liling #:4
bureaucratic system into aristocratic society, and to correct the
contemporary situation where the former elite clans such as the Shandong
aristocrats maintained a reputation that overshadowed even that of the
imperial house, despite their political decline. Thus, the ranking of clans
presented in the Zhenguan-shizuzhi most likely represents the state of the
ruling class held ideal by Taizong.

How then, does the Zhenguan-shizuzhi actually rank the clans? Little
historical material remains regarding this point, and much is unknown. The
paper will here focus on the Peishijiapu ZEICEEE, which was edited by Pei
Tao 2%if5 (Tang dynasty) and carved on the Jin-dynasty stele
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“Peishixianggong-jiapuzhibei” ZEIRFN ARG 2, for further insight.

The Peishijiapu is the record of family lineage featuring one of the leading
clans of the Wei-Jin Southern and Northern Dynasties and the Sui-Tang
Dynasties, the Hedong i3 Pei 28 clan. The record shows the lineage and
the clan classes (dengji %) of the 5 members of the Hedong Peis whose
names appear in the Zhenguan-shizuzhi. Based on these accounts, this paper
recreates the order of the clans featured in the Zhenguan-shizuzhi, focusing
especially on the correspondence between the official ranks and the clan
classes. As a result, I was able to reveal that the imperial house and its
maternal relatives were placed in the highest level of the first class (#—%),
and the other clans holding the official ranks above the 5th (Fdh) were
assigned first through 9th classes (#—%-/1%), according to their respec-
tive official ranks.

Then in an attempt to grasp Taizong's policies towards the aristocracy, I
compared the above reconstructed order of the clans with the clan classes of
the 5 Peis and a leading member of the former elite aristocracy, Cui Mingan
R and it thus became clear that the Zhenguan-shizuzhi is premised on a
view that treats the clans equally by disregarding their origin or lineage,
and then makes fair assessment of their clan classes based on the Tang
official ranks. Behind this policy was the “ideal of valuing individual talent”
(B -k £ #%), which considers that only the scholar gentry (shidafu K xK)
who were equipped not only with the necessary abilities but also with ethics
such as loyalty (zhongriao HB2E), were worthy of the higher official ranks and
the prestige of noble pedigree. Based on this ideal, Taizong constructed a
universal framework that avoided disproportionate allotment of power to the
Guan-Long group.

The political framework at the beginning of Tang as stated above
deployed what one may view as a sort of aristocracy, where in a
continuation from the Southern and the Northern dynasties, the sk and the
shu were distinguished. Taizong's policies towards the aristocracy were
inherited to Gaozong &%, and the first half of Tang saw the continuation of
the situation where the L#ling bureaucracy coexisted with the aristocracy.
Although previous studies have regarded the Li#ling bureaucratic system as
opposed to aristocracy, this paper proposes that considering the political
framework that enabled the coexistence of bureaucracy and aristocracy the
very essence of Tang dynasty would allow for a newer and better
understanding of the Tang regime.
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