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In this collaboration study, we set up to evaluate
transcriptome changes with age in humans, chimpanzees,
rhesus macaques and marmosets in specific brain regions,
prefrontal cortex and cerebellar cortex. By doing so, we will
identify human-specific changes in gene expression and gene
splicing, as well as determine an overall rate of transcriptome
evolution among primate species. Furthermore, we will
assess changes in gene expression and gene splicing with age
across the four primate species. In each species the age of
studied individuals covers most of lifespan. There are,
however, few middle aged individuals in chimpanzees and
there could be some chance to obtain these samples from PRI.
In this year (2010), we did not find any available chimpanzee
sample from PRI due to difficulties of getting CITES
permission to export the samples from Japan. Then, we had
no chance to obtain and analyze the samples from
chimpanzees stocked in PRI this year.
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