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Female Migrant Workers and Body Politics
Wang Hua
(Institute of Anthropology, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210093)

Abstract: This paper examines the problem of female migrant workers through a perspective
of body politics. Drawing on fieldwork I have carried out in Nanjing, this paper attempts to
unfold the situation of female workers as rural migrants to live in the urban Nanjing. Due to the
existence of the household registration system, the rights of their citizenship are deprived and
thus are just as body to suffer from sexual harassment and assault in the labor market, which is
considered to be a space highly institutionalized. These female migrant workers, however, in
the meantime are able to manage and even control men who are close them to resist the male
dominating body politics, which was, to an extent, produced by the system of household
registration.
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