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Résumé

Forest management by local forest owners associations has been discussed recently from the viewpoint of
the rationalization of forest practice. In Japan, the holding size of forests is generally very small, and forest
practices by each owner are apt to be inefficient. The intentions of forest owners regarding handling over
responsibility for forest management to local forest owners associations were examined in a questionnaire
survey conducted in 1896. The questionnaire was distributed to 1,350 representative forest owners, all of
whom were members of forest owners associations in Ousumi Forest Planning Area of Kagoshima Prefec-
ture. A total of 793 owners responded, indicating a response ratio of 58.7%. Responding forest owners aged
over 60 years old accounted for 71.5% of the total number of responses.

Approximately half of the responding forest owners answered that they did not intended to entrust forest
management to local forest owners associations. These owners wished to manage their forest holdings,

Of the total number of responses, 8.9% of forest owner answered that they intended to entrust forest
management to local forest owners associations unconditionally. With the addition of these forests to those
owned by persons living cutside of the forest area, the amount of land given over to management by local
forest owners associations is large.

Approximately 30% of forest owners responded that they would entrust their forest management provid-
ing they would incur no future financial outlay. These owners do not wish to invest further in the forestry
sector. Of course, there are no systems with completely no financial burden

Local forest owners associations have drawn up a forest operation plan (Territorial Joint Forest Manage-

ment Plan). The effectiveness of this operation plan is, however, controversial. If forest owners have ex-
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pressed concern over whether local forest owners associations have the ability to manage such a large area
of entrusted forest. The questionnaire survey indicated that the objectives and roles of forest resources for
forest owners have recently changed due to the decreases in timber prices and the aging of forest owners.
This change also influenced the intentions of owners to entrust forest management to local forest owners

associations.





