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Listening, Guilt, and the Urge to Give Back

8 HEEDD
T - RBHBEEEHIE T +smE=
EEEMNS T EEVEZ B D6 T Eva Yamamoto
A Japan-Mexico Partnership in Earthquake Research Raymundo Plata-Martinez
EE 10 BEEER @) =wmam
WMFTEE Z X A — ho—>, a7 —
11 FFEN
FPREMBOA—TVPYAITVR AR TOLBRIEOHYF) &5 %t
DPRIBRIR XHE - R¥ - Mt/ AEEH

12 ARV KLIR—K
IR&ERE

REBRZBA KB TP

O Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University



. FHE | 2T T =2 BmMLLAK !

ZNTH
T =R RKLOAT]

IBEDESLZBNTBERKE, TOEFKZLLTHAID, RROEEZH S &, BHK
DHRELEIFALRHEIFTTVWET, ZOLEEBZON F—%, TY, HWEDEN., #
WMUaamRZR0OS . BERIFNT—F. XEROBENLBE=FV VI SS5IEBERD
BRZNZHD7 Y T—hET——BARARKDOSADDDEEXT, H5DDBEHRNARD
FHMDICBEDXT,

LU FREICHD EWERIEE. ADBEICITHEDITHRVDTY, & 4000 X—kILZE
BRAEEIUFE. R<UIDI->BREDRE. 77V HAKEDOLE, IIMAKEORURGRIE.
H#SRRICHBDIAI 22T 1, TAR “LEBT” “BIKRT” “TIAKNY—L" BFFRICTE,
BERERLE> TWEY, ARELLRBRKICHOBIRYT S#5 L SBIBFANEAML. FFKE
BEREBEZHEE, $DVRFEET, BETFICEHIN, BEBYZER LM EELV., MBOHL
ICTEICEZEAZEBLS, —D—D2T—FZEHTVEET,

SEIDFEIC IS BUAEANILZ R RN ER R R KXAKKZE VR AT 227 —
YaVOMREVFRLTVWET, "HEROER, "HROER, ZHROHETOFANRDOERE
IC& T 5EH. REORMTOFAREICEITSOVY, LEZ iEdH) TBEBILTORE ! ?
MEAKAEDORR. HRELHBEROTH - EMNMLRRDEWN. BEDOBELFETIIRE
BRTERV, REBETHKEVWIEY —ROBLAIEXEDH U,

rZnTH, T—9DIFELVALE ) —ZFNIZBERBRIFFLTIRBDEEA, ELVWT—F
M hnid, RRZEB[R->TEBELTCLEL, o< oRKERICILZBEVWHE LREVLW,S
TY, CORETIE. FHBFTT—IERDTT7 1 —ILRICRUCEHITHARE DB EES.
RIBOERMZRBNALET, "71—ILF) OHEFEA, £52%,

02 | DPRI NEWSLETTER | 110 | 2025.9



AR HAi T D
Hugz - KINBI OB 56

HAEATIE. 30FEF1DT1995F D
EEEMIPMEOREET T T &D
MRS HMEORBEM R THET S/
I, ELZzET2EBRNSMEER
AHEICLDEEINE Ulc. TDHER.
AALEORBEDT —9%, YFILIA
AT, BBHMNSICUTHATEZREN
BNEUZ, LHMLRHS, EREHIE
iE H—RAROBRASHSERIN
e, ZTOHETIFEASRERET
ERVWERNHTEERT, Thoid.
EZIE, HEEOIBETHD, FBETH
D, FreRRRLEMTEREICKRDET,
BE. BREBEORBETIE 2011
FEHIM AR FRMEDORKEEZ T
TEEBNREIBOREOERF LT,

MR TOEH AT ZBIELT

AE, BAIEFETHOILTULHEN
TIREWOTID, BRI OM Elck
DREDT —5 DEUSN PIREICR2 &t
ROBOH LHERFTEET, EWVWSD
FRAZTOEHTIN, TNoD, ES
nicZeathig GOE?) TOEBIFZTIE.
EHHIBEEIRIBETTCORFILDERF &,
ZNICLBFBRERBADOIFEVNSH
HIFET DEFTRMNCRIHMT D EHEET
T Fald. WD LM, BlEHEILEF

2. RABREHEEE L,

BEEILTEICEEU B RSN R IRES2400m  ME WREE ., 2RO FEHA

A e -

T—=92EXTVOFANY NEREFEOES4200mit R IR

BURICEW BRI TEMIEEDOTICEE>TWS

TOERMREIC/\N>TUEL, ZD15
FFERF. BREARATERELRK
FITR), AETET =TTV
HEBDHREVTER U, WIThb,
F DAL R A HEE > AL &R A
wHEBEATNSHIETT,

7T REET T TOER

EFIVTZTIE, 201 4EDMEFRILE
KKEDODE(C, KEKIEKXDFKER
BoMRzENELT EatiooUR
N—27EUTHIS NS BEE AL TOEA
T, BIBREEE OILKRICIERO T R
HRZEELTHALELL. BRIBA
EVES B A
iF7ILNYTr Y
CRATEDIRK
WmEMrs, &K
800mD B E =
ZESRRWVWEW
DEHNT. PoT
WazElgoE
BOELEED
DEEA, 7—%
ENTTVIE. X
N—=ILFEDEY
ZVYLUEDOEAX

i

R | 2T T — I BmML LA ! F

AR L8
OHMI Shiro

WEXEMREY T —
Big

- .", .. V '

BUIA 754 Y DR R R, RECT—5

EWATHEDEZEME ClEEEZISN
TWBHIRICEHEN N D ST HEE R S
NEEEVWSR RO, HEFEHO
ERBAREOBEADR N ZHEHT
5. Z54000mEBZDRADERE
ICHBAIRZRE T 2V FF LI
MAFEATU, JINTEDFTE
ZEASRIERET FYI1581E
A TCWESIREDHRICEA R ZEofzd
AFOMBERE(E. FEHREHON Y
FYUMN ANVDATY—TRHRWETIE
ARBERIZEZ4000mEBZ S EREIES
HEDFILFOERMRBE, HED Ry
TERGA COBAZEATNET,

WIFho74—I)LRE, BIBEZXHDE
LEICKD, BRERNOFEHETHNIL
ZARDIEEVTHRESNDEHPER
Biff, fcezid. WBTFIER, BR.
WE. T—YPNFROLEIED. Eh
FNOEHPEROATRAINILER
EMDERT, INSOmRDIZHIC, HH
ITHERRER DR U BD SEREZEE L iF2
BheHH TOEBASIC/N\Y>TWS
DHLEET, BHEEHOT—FEFER
ICUBD S Tc IR DB SNIBEOEUH
FIBAITT,

DPRI NEWSLETTER | 110 | 2025.9 03



. B | ZNTHF— S DHLOAL

IFF 7 DOHIL % 3

MENTA. TFACTICHEKSZ?,
EWS A - RIBEFAERBOA] AL
£ (R - BIURE) ho0EEMNFICZ
DRET TFEW, EBEXTLEE +845F
IF AT TOREICHE D> TNEY, #H
ROKEIFTHHKDOTL —hTEDN.
FNENHIBET D& THIE L ANILE
EZ5|ERILET, DL —hDEH)

DIHLD—DE LT, %ﬁ@%ﬁ*‘é
IFonfd, Y/YHIBAEEDEIC
EEJ%wﬁwﬁlwm%(mﬁﬁ)%
SEIRUET, TL— MDY EWCEEN DGR
(LK) <TlE. RWEBEMNTTYY
VG - A - ILRDERDIRT DT, [
UCKRWEBZMNITEE) - x9St
MR zLRURBROBREEI RSN
ZOTIFEEZISNTVED, ULHLAED

ZDEFNBIHIBEIFTELICIERE
SMNCTE>TWERA, 22T FL—h
HEARIR ROV AR R = e ETEVRI - BT
TEIHRERG=IF AT - 777—

Afar Collaborative Aero/on-land Magnetic
Exploration of Lithosphere

BE1 BAFHIMITIC
EAR—RICTIFEBNKKEFEDAD

04 | DPRI NEWSLETTER | 110 | 2025.9

Exxjjath/b“ LetﬁﬁoT E(D.—Jé"(ahﬁu 'J:L/7(D’"

IV COEBRHEBMR IO 7 Y
U5 EFENIcDTY,

WEZESWTHES!

B N\ TRATHE (B S T — &
WO 3T, LEETHRET — 5%
NET2CEEBENOBECERELE
B, ESPTOTEFELEREE Ao
777 — L OBEEAEEC A YA
BROHEA - FRAFHEREEDOD
EBREPS DB BT, BEDF
thorE LTIRH AR T SVHES EADE
Ui, B%E491005EM 3 TIATE RS
NI EE RS TEK LTS — £
THkSE, EWBE. BER. BnE
BABEREDEEERDBATIEEE
BICHEFBN. ZUTHROKBE IR
Lt EIcY Y RENEEEE (4OCH]
%) 1CARALTIHASN BN RET
Ufco AT RV Y —2BE->THLER
W, KO BEEREEELTIH
= FWEEE D34 CHESMBER
L. EEEIFTT—4EBET BT
LiEBDE UL, HENSOEIT—S
IR D=0, BRI R
BTERVWOTHRABRIEORN S EZ S,
BEHE - BERBEFHCLICTEE NS K
HlERpEUlc, SHRIAEEERET-

= HE
YOSHIMURA Ryokei
KILBs TR 5 —
iR

TUWFE - EET DI EIERERH, 1
HOSRBEDHR R TESEHBEZROYTL
BATEYIPv TR Lz E LI
Whatz—EREER cRRERB UL
5. HERFFOHDEEM RTTEHLRL
It NIRRT DIVIEZ LB D E LD
BREINICERGAPELPREREHL,
AHMEZ M T2 KE56.8km CAMEEREE
68.5km) %54 BARTIEEICT ST
ENTERVBRZEETEZE, &5
ICEVRIE DS HEE U CIRTTICIB 2 12 Bh
SHICRREINZT =5 EWEEIBNAD
TSTNTEELAATE ZEKSE SN
CERFETHEEULKEBERGFERTLU R,

#BAKTITH. COESTORAEDI
Fth, COMTHO/NEITEARTHEICK
DHSBREICANUE LI, FKAH4H
NI TEFELZOEFEFRUAR (BE
1200m) HRITLELIZ, BEAENE
U7 BR300 fEHT —RA
FEERIZ S ToDHEVWDSEZSTIEHD
Fth, AEBENERDDT, T—F

D> TVWBIEEAERDET, HET
BED. TITRVEDEDHEDITIT S
CEDFIBRFERICOBADET,




RBUEAEY K GEBEIIRICE T 5
BEHEE D 2 Hlu A

FIF201 715, AR THRE
UTe KARIEMRER XK D SR 7 MR AT A IC
ToTEHRUIc, BEABOIRMBE TR
ULBZED—2F. FAUAKTH-TH
BIEOEENMMRICK > TRELERD
KT ("), BEEENSWISFI T
BR—EICELEFARLD ML EAL D
9 (Mla)e LALZDLSRREDIE
BEEEHO—BIGBEY. B—DAKKE
PITHOTHRICETINEDEE TE
if@’&{%oTb\é%FﬁB)E<EDiﬁh
(H1b),

ROBICEDE TS T AE.
ECERDEFIG TREAE) L
n. MBAKRAEICRITIEZELRIH
HEHTY, BEEOZEBNLEWNE,
KRBEOBERZER TS ETRME
Fho MBAKDIEEFEICIK, #
ROTMRIZE>TRZ S TR A &
RKOENSEANERZED TRIT AN
BRENHD, FDEWEEE - BEA
BOEH|ELTENET, 51T, KA

(a) BHER M =
M1 FREORZIFEEAR (201 7FREFEMFIERE, IFERIRY)

DPRI NEWSLETTER | 110 | 2025.9 05

DB (K KB DIEEDIETLIRIRICE
EfFLEY, BEEADHILT BEEAP
RARDURIDNER BT, NEDIRRE
EHBE DR MBTRIICEIT T 5 & (&
BEREZIIVTERBDED,

201 745R8HICEFREAM TH
EUIEBIB¥EMBANKIE DR
EEN413halc RO\ #1F (20164F)
DAAEBICE TS5 FEIEEE384ha
Z bE5, KRERAKEFTLUL (I

5 2018), RFEWKEICERUIE
FITEERDRIFRFERILLEE
Z. SHE - WEAEORIZ/RE
BaeFichlcD—ATRHEURITEL
feo KK2HZEBETBHICIE. BEESE
EEERNRETIVLENHDEY, L
LiEr - BB AEDOES EE+mEEn
BRI THERBSDISD. AERRZEL
BRELRINEBDEA, BRELT,
FPAIIAREMRBUIFE R EBRD T,

fﬁi’@a)zlz%iﬂjﬁ (FEEI AR ) 7 A

FTHD. RIRBRENKFDILM

Rl | ZnTh 7T —BmMLLAE] .

I B8k

TOUGE Yoshiya
KEFRERERREY 5 —
R ERIR

”
&

ATOREBIEAEDZHELET, =5IC
AERH BN ZL BEDRDICIL
BILEDEEN>TEFT, WEIRDY)
SO ERSMEIFE->TEELEL
foo MATHITTDALDSIRIERT
BEO5BWTED, UXIRLEIFTTIHOR
BWeo, KEZ LEFHRaAvTTA
ZIDWED L CEHFE U, =z F
ICEZRD B ILMZBRIFEID A5,
RERPICHBEE ZHFTH 1100 &
[CRkSAIEZET T LR U

CZIRUDIERAED—HICBEE
TAN, KEOERZIZHZEL. 20
BERDKBISENT &N BHKH
FEICESTEERLREEZITVWET, K
FEHAARZHTE <O KMBIEIRE A K
MEELELU, FAIBEORERR
ZIRDRZZET, SHEFHKLMIFIC
R TEZEEZTRD, ARFICARED
EQICOVWTHFIRAELHFEREH
BERTWET,

() (EBEIBEH R



. B | ZRTHF— S DHLOAL]

L Dk

— BBz RE

ENYINT, EXILFaVE, RWTY
FRIVDIZEZIRUTzEE, £5P<TL—
MEXZTVSLWLARZRZZENTEL
ERSebDTY (BET), LLEER
BOBEORN. BZMOLSICLTE
ICRDWTY vy —ZET>oTWnENS
DFIFADVER, RUTRATITIE
DIFAEFINZSE—ERLZITT, HEld
RYIDMI ST RBEDREZ, R/\RD
IO SELSNTHRTY (B
B2), RELKRWAZ, &hblF, HHWL
AENEDHDZE, FIRUICEKF U,

BE] BEISEIYITZED

2HE
MBOREEES L ZH/D
KNP F I LRI EREZE
D, EANERN TV Tl
TR, EXRGRNERBEORNZ %
BHDOIFBIENTEEY, BBERLEE

BE2 kIlcEZRDIR>THN

06 DPRI NEWSLETTER | 110 | 2025.9

WA ZEE EIRNRIETDZL
TIPRICEEZELRZEBEE RS
HolETLED, ZOTRIFNIE. DK
SHMEIETERN, ZAKBIEZER
BNEREICIEULIRBAAEM>TT
XY, FEEBYCIEREEDO L
ICHHE® (BEE3) F. WD, ZZIC
RIcDOM? KBRS BEEEZCERH
E - HKDEOEERENIEFEN? &
WERANICFHENVBHIZLICEST
AEDOERPFICERT BRMEDT —
IMFEMNDICARDET, FDLDBRF
BHIRAE R ZE. F % £ Beld. 1gD
AEDICI0° atomBBEULNFELE
AN (PRAROHKIE6x10% atom/
mol). MNRFBEENINTCEEIT DL
MTEET, INhlckD, WoHHPIE
RSN TWeERD, tROBEICHES
THRICHIZDE, BEZTICFEHRIC
BELCWHIRE, dabsBHFERE
BBEIENTEBDTY,

BHE3 :@i%\oa\%%’-’ﬁa“
71 —=ILRDSREREA
BESTESEFELTIRNYR—EY
HETHRERBMU TRy FEEDITR
HI 5. BRBOTSZORELT,

INTELT —INENDEIFFEH
RICIEBEBTHZ@EIT NS, SHIFES
EocBARIFES LESMEBRICE S0
17T9, SWCHEMDASE R CTREE SR>
TH, IITIFHEDESIZAET. ALE
AKEBRLENTTORFEERITZERD
MUWEKRTY, HEEICTRRDFERS
N5EICHSNBHEONIE. FEZO
NUICEZ, T1—ILR/ = ADOWH#ED
EF—BEZEIRDET (BE4),

FE4 BRESNERN ZOHERID T4 —ILR/—
NMTHEWTH 2, EVWSDHEEFLN

HBIOMA. RICHEDET, BhN
whnfibnT, BAvER. WOH
DOEBEHEAE > VB THRERN DB S,
E—=h—HNTETIRLIUABESINIZD
5, NoLZB>TFEOFRTREIM N, B
Bl mMMmOBBRILNETLASTNET,
ITH oD, AMEEBRREZEZ
SRE|E. TR FNIBLE B L INE
BRI HIEREEIFEL ERT—
IHNHBEICIE, HEBESTERICITSL
EVWSONETY, 2ZFTLT EBS
PHLNnFEEh, BAICLNTESRNIE
ZE.PDWDEENS, EABDEE e



Not Just Data: Listening, Guilt,
and the Urge to Give Back

As a researcher, | have come
to see just how central data is,
especially when it involves people’s
lives. Like many in this field, | spend
hours asking questions, listening
to stories, conducting surveys. But
every time | step into a village or
sit across from someone in a small
community, a quiet unease settles
in.

| carry it with me: the feeling that
| am taking more than | am giving.
This feeling never quite leaves.
Most of the communities | visit
are poor, socially and politically
marginalized, living in the aftermath
or in the shadow of disasters. And |
know | come from a different world,
one of more comfort and stability.
That difference walks in with me,
whether | acknowledge it or not.

Sometimes people see it too.
And they ask questions | still do not
know how to answer.

Let me tell you about two
moments that have stayed with me.

The first was in southern
Bangladesh, near the Sundarbans.
| was there to conduct a survey
about drinking water risks, and
| was promoting a rainwater
harvesting tank. The system had
been developed by a Japan-based
NPO. It was a simple solution for
communities affected by arsenic
contamination and water salinity.

As | interviewed people and asked
about their willingness to adopt the
tank, some of them paused and
turned the question back to me:
"Do you use this kind of system in

Japan?"

| hesitated, and then said,
honestly, "No."

They looked at me, confused -
"Why not?" they asked. "Why are
you promoting something here that
you wouldn’t use yourself?"

Their question stayed with me.
What could | say? That this was
better than nothing? That it was
‘good enough” for them but not
for us? | suddenly felt the weight
of what | was doing. Was | really
helping, or just passing along an
idea without truly standing behind
it? What was | giving back, really
beyond a few survey questions and
a presentation back home?

The second story comes from
northern Ghana, during the
dry season in February. | was
conducting a study on people’s
willingness to participate in climate
change adaptation programs. The
air was dry and heavy with dust
from recent sandstorms. When we
arrived in one of the villages, we

found a scene | was not prepared

for: people were starving. They

A o

had no water, almost no food.
Some had even broken their
clay cooking pots - because
they had nothing left to cook.

| felt ashamed. We had come
all this way, eager to run our
survey, but we had not realized
what these people were going
through in that very moment.
Still, we began talking to them.
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something | will never forget: "If
these climate change projects don't
help us feed our families, then what’
s the point? What's the meaning of
our participation?"

Others nodded in agreement. |
was stunned. | had no response.
| knew that my research might
help someday, in some long-
term, indirect way. But they were
talking about now. About surviving
today. And | realized | could not
fully understand that. | did not
live in their world. | did not hear
their stomachs growling or walk
kilometers for water.

| am sharing these stories not
because they are easy to tell, but
because they continue to haunt me.
They remind me that research is
not just about data points or well-
written papers. It is about people.
About lives.

As someone working in
implementation science, | believe
our work should directly serve the
communities we study. | still ask
myself how | can do that better.
And maybe | always will.

. During my promotion of rainwater harvesting in
And durmg one of those Morrelganj, Bangladesh , people asked me: ‘Do you

conversations, someone said

use this kind of system in Japan? Are your roads
also like this?
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A Japan-Mexico Partnership

in Earthquake Research

After completing my graduate studies and
postdoctoral research at DPRI, | worked as a
researcher in Japan and then returned to Mexico
with a solid foundation to continue my work. The
experience and knowledge | gained in Japan have
been invaluable, and | continue to apply them in
my current position at the Institute of Geophysics
at UNAM in Mexico City.

At DPRI, | researched the Mexican subduction
zone. In a pioneering effort, we conducted
Mexico’s first ocean-bottom seismograph
experiment, which revealed the presence of slow

¥ 1] North American plate
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Subduction zone in Mexico where the Cocos Plate subducts
beneath the North American Plate. Gray areas show historic
large earthquake ruptures with magnitude above7.5 since
1943. The Guerrero seismic gap is marked by a red dashed
line. White triangles indicate ocean-bottom seismometers.
Yellow stars mark important earthquakes within the Guerrero
seismic gap. Black squares represent towns and cities.
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earthquakes. These findings suggest that parts
of the plate boundary release energy silently,
offering new insights into the recurrence of large
earthquakes in Mexico.

Since returning to Mexico, | have maintained
close collaborations with colleagues at DPRI and
other Japanese institutions. Together, we have
built a strong partnership to continue research
on earthquake hazards in both countries. Like
Japan, Mexico faces significant seismic risks, and
our joint research aims to advance understanding
of these hazards and contribute to more resilient
communities.

Beyond research, my time at Uji Campus
and DPRI was life-changing. It was there that |
learned the value of persistence, collaboration,
and respect for our work. | also built lasting
friendships and professional networks that
continue to enrich my life in Mexico. Today, in
my role as a professor, | try to pass on to my
students the same passion and sense of purpose
that my professors in Kyoto once shared with
me, teaching them how science can serve society
and inspire us to keep moving forward. For
that, | will always be grateful to DPRI and Kyoto

University.
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