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COMBINED CHEMOTHERAPY WITH RADIATION WAS TOLERABLE
AND EFFECTIVE TREATMENT IN FEMALE OCTOGENARIAN
PATIENTS WITH URETHRAL CANCER
—TWO CASE REPORTS—

Takashi TacHiBANA, Kazumasa MATsUMOTO, Shoji NaGI, Masahiro HAGIWARA,
Kentaro KoBayasHi, Hideyasu Tsumura, Kazunari YosHIDA and Masatsugu IwAMURA

The Department of Urology, Kitasato University School of Medicine

We report two octogenarian patients with primary urethral cancer treated with chemotherapy and
external beam radiation therapy. An 85-year-old female presented with perineal bleeding. Magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) showed a locally advanced tumor in the urethra. Biopsy was performed and
pathologic findings demonstrated squamous cell carcinoma. After receiving one cycle of a half dose of
gemcitabine and nedaplatin, the patient received external beam radiation therapy with gemcitabine and
nedaplatin treatment followed by two more cycles of chemotherapy. Complete response was achieved. An
87-year-old female presented with vaginal bleeding. MRI revealed locally advanced urethral tumor with
bilateral inguinal lymph node metastases. ~Scratch and urine cytology of tumor demonstrated squamous cell
carcinoma. After the same treatment as in case 1, primary cancer and lymph node metastases were
significantly decreased. There have been no signs of recurrence or progression after treatment, and no
severe adverse events in either patient during 53 and 26 months’ follow up, respectively.
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Fig. 1. Urethral tumor was seen at perineum in case 1.
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Fig. 2. Computed tomography (CT) demonstrated
the urethral cancer before the treatment (A).
Urethral cancer was not detected in CT after
combined chemotherapy with external beam
radiation (B).  Arrow : urethral cancer.
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Fig. 3. Magnetic resonance imaging preoperatively demonstrated the metastases to both sides of inguinal lymph

node (A).
node.
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After treatment was completed, inguinal lymph nodes were decreased (B).

Arrow : lymph
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Gemcitabine plus nedaplatin as salvage therapy is a
favorable option for patients with progressive metas-

tatic urothelial carcinoma after two lines of chemo-
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