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The Formation of the Jinsai {235 Theory
——* Principle of Identity ” and * Dialectic Thinking ”—
by
Masahiko Miyake

The peculiarity of thiningg in the Chu-tzu 4F theory can be unders-
tood through the characteristic of “principle of identity” which intends
united and homogeneous cognition of whole existence and exclusion
of contradiction. In the 17 th century Jinsai Ito {FE{=3%, a Machishi
my4% in Kyoto, already expressed the strong subjectivity and practicality
against the “principle of identity” in his study of Chutzu’s %
thought between Keian B#%¢ and Meireki 83J% ; and his work, Rongo-
kogi-Shohon FHREELEIRIA in the period of Kanbun 3537, led to his own
style of thinking with its special feature, which unites the opposition
between the subject and object by predominence of practice, but that
opposition loses its true means by absolutization of the given object,
and after all, the establishment of subject and predominance of pra-
ctice results, on the contrary, into a- logic which affirms uncritically
the realistic order, concluding the acception of outer criterion. Such
a logic can be prescribed as “extension of the principle of identity”
——the logic in the period of Absolutism——which stands on the
transition stage from “ principle of identity ” to “dialectic thinking”.
Though the European logic is based on the self-control of will, the
thought of  Jinsai consists in its exclusion on the contrary. This is
consequent on the characteristics in the establishing period of Sho-
gunate : the monopoly of the power structure by feudal lords and the
elimination of the merchant capitalists from that power structure,
though strengthening the trend to Absolutism, and at the same time
Jinsai’s attitude of social confrontation is clearly explained. The
Kanbun %37 era was the period of the decisive frustration of merchant
capitalists in Kyoto.
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