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This Paper examines picturs of the fifteenth century on a basis of Sacre Rappresentazioni, a kind of
sacred plays, which were presented in Florence at that time. As Schapiro and Baxandall insisted, it is
difficult to verify the one-way influence from theater to picture. However, if we don’t seek the “sources”
of those pictures, it is possible to find the “repetition” between theater and picture, namely interactive
influence.

At first, we notice theatrical signs in fifteenth century pictures. Actually, some of these signs can
be found on the stage of Sacre Rappresentazioni ; thus the gap between two realities in picture ought to
have activated eyes of  : appreciators of pictures and those of  : spectators of theater at  :same time.

Secondly, we notice supernatur  ight or representation of light sources.  some programs of Sacre

appresentazioni, for example the Ascension and the Annunciation, there were very intense illuminations
as stage effects ; thus representation such a« 3hts around God or the celesti phere in painting seems
to be “repetition” of the stage effects and also the trigger for approach of the appreciator and the
spectator.

Finally, we notice time and space in picture and in theater. Characteristic of time in Sacre

appresentazioni were delay, suspension and return. And the acting space was very elastic ; besides the
spectators were forced to be involved with the play and chase the moving actors arounc  rge square such
a azza della Signoria. Therefore, if the appreciators had the memory of the theater, they ought to have
had multiple experiences.



