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Acceptance and Resistance of the Concept of “Koumin — Public
Citizen” in the Case of Deaf People in 1920s — 30s: Focus of Discussion
about Sign Language on the Journal Roa-kai

IKEDA Noriko

This paper examines how the concept of “Koumin — Public Citizen,” which was proposed as an idea of
unity of the Japanese people in the 1920s — 30s, was accepted or resisted by a minority group, the deaf.
Focusing on Unosuke Kawamoto, who contributed to the development of education for people with
disabilities during this period, his idea of “Koumin” education was clarified. Then, the reactions of various
deaf people, such as teachers and alumni of schools for deaf children, and a woman living in rural area
ware examined. Idea of “Koumin” education aimed to educate people as citizens capable of acting based
on “democracy,” which is an extension of the value of liberty and equality. In terms of equal educational
opportunities, this concept was connected to the education of deaf children. Deaf alumni and teachers
sympathized with the educational idea, but they objected that sign language was the rational and
comfortable language for them. The concept of “Koumin” education stressed independence, and was
accepted by deaf people who faced discrimination with regard to labor and marriage, involving the

ideology of being useful to the Japanese nation.
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