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Stratocles “the Flatterer” and the Politics of Early
Hellenistic Athens

Kyohei SAKESHIMA

In order to consider the political situation in Athens between 307 and 301 BCE and the
influence on Greek cities of the dominance of the kings, this paper focuses on the political
actions of Stratocles, one of the most prominent politicians in Athens, and regarded in ancient
literature and modern scholarship as a flatterer of Antigonus I Monophthalmus and Demetrius
1 Poliorcetes. The points of the author’s discussion are as follows:

First, contrary to the view of previous scholarship, Stratocles was not a “flatterer” of the kings,
as his political actions concerning Demetrius were carried out in response to the pressure or
the request of the king. In addition, these actions can be regarded not only as pursuit of self-
advancement but also as the pursuit of profits for Athens. Furthermore, contrary to the view
that Stratocles looked to his own interests and changed his behaviour after 304/3 BCE, the
author argues that his actions did not change throughout the period 307-301 BCE. In addition,
by considering Stratocles’ political actions as other than “flattery”, the author confirms his
argument.

Second, the author explores Stratocles’ political position in Athens through the
prosopographic study of persons who were active between 307 and 301 BCE. After examining
data collected by the author, he argues that Stratocles lacked some of the political capital held
by his contemporary politicians, as the people do not seem to have elected him as a general or
envoy or to offices such as held by Demochares, one of Stratocles’ contemporary political rivals.
Furthermore, Stratocles might also not have been chosen as envoy to the kings.

Third, the author considers the political basis of Stratocles. After enumerating Stratocles’
political capital, the author examines the texts of decrees proposed by Stratocles, in order to re-
consider his political actions. Through a consideration of the literary texts, the author insists
that Stratocles’ “theoretical” performance in the assembly was important for his political career.

As a result of his discussions, the author confirms that the profit gained by Stratocles during
307-301 BCE was the leadership of Athens, as long as he upheld the dominance of the kings.
This also confirms the importance and the vitality of democracy of Greek poleis in the early

Hellenistic period.





