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A Mass Immigration and the Know Nothing Party
|

Yuko Sasai

Between 1853 and 1856, the fastest growing political force in many
parts of the United States was not the anti-slavery, but the anti-foreign
Know Nothing movement. Just when the outrage at the Nebraska Act
should have been strongest, many people were apparently more con-
cerned about immigrants, especially about the restriction on the suffrage
of foreigners which was the main theme of Know Nothing platforms.
What accounts for this rapid growth of Know Nothing party ?

In the 1850s, at the time of mass immigration, most of poor, unwanted
immigrants, who could not afford to move on to the frontier, set about
establishing ethnic communities in the cities. Besides, the case study
on Irish in New York City throws light on the impact of the immigrant
groups on the city and local politics. Therefore, it is assumed that the
growing ethnic communities and their participation in politics as a
group threatened the “older” society and at last let to the formation
of Know Nothing party.

It is true that Know Nothing party collapsed in a few years, but it
does not mean that the immigrant issues disappeared or became beneath
their notice. Those issues survived in local platforms of Republican
party although the Know Nothing party fragmented as soon as it's
fragile national organization got entangled in the sectional disputes.

Holding of ¢ Fields and Hills’ in Nara Era
by
Ryohei Nishiyama

In this article, I intend to throw light upon the nature and the
structure of the holdings of hills, fields, rivers and seas, by the nobles
and the powerful clans in Nara era.

There can be found some examples of the division and the holding of
the fields and hills for the purpose of non-agrarian production by the
nobles under Ritsuryo #4 regime at the middle Nara era, to which the
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organization of kokuga T or the county offices was indispensable.
Though the gunji ¥ or the nobles’ private agents were leading fig-
ures in managing, it doesn’t follow that the nobles’ messengers played
a less important part. It may have been developed in Kinai AN vz.
the home counties and some surrounding counties.

On the other hand, during the same period, the lower officials and
the woodcutters in Kinai were to hold the fields and hills in order to
supply the capital with woods. These holdings were characteristically
managed by minor persons and the productions there were mainly for
tradings.

We can identify actually these two forms of holding only at the
middle Nara era, but they may possibly have originated at the beginning
of Ritsuryo regime.

As for the management they were both unstable.

The Opium Issue during the Hsien Feng Ji#s Period

——with special reference to the legalization of the opium trade
in the eighth year of Hsien Feng (1858)——

by

Hiromasa Inoue

The aim of this study is to clarify the diplomatic aspect of the
opium issue in Hsien Feng period. In the seventh year of Hsien Feng
(1857), taxation on the opium traffic was begun unofficially by the
Chinese authorities at Shanghai LifF. Its chief purpose was the need
for revenue to support the army in the field against T ai-p'ing tien-kuo
#EKE. The opium trade was thus legalized in fact. However, the
British Government, which was not satisfied with the status quo, in-
structed Lord Elgin, the British plenipotentiary in the Arrow War, to
obtain formal legalization for the opium trade.
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