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—— The Work of Yasushi Akutagawa and Three-Composer Group ——

S S | R

Musicians in Post-War Japanese Film Industry

Masao FUIIWARA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Recent film studies tend to focus on cinema as an industry. In the field of Japanese film studies,
some scholars such as Masao Inoue and Takafusa Hatori have published important researches which discuss
studio system including Five—/Six-Company Agreement, the agreement which restricted actors and staffs’
free movement between companies and formed the basis of the studio system in post-war Japanese cinema.
However, a field that these previous studies hardly explored surely exists ; that is, the relationship between
film industry and musicians.

This essay aims to elucidate how musicians were engaged in the film industry in post-war Japan. To this
goal, the author firstly outlines the connection between musicians and the film industry at that time according
to Seitaro Omori’s Western Music in Japan, Volume Two and evaluates musicians, especially composers, as
“super-studio systematic” existence.

After that, the author examines the work of Yasushi Akutagawa and Three-Composer Group, the group
which Akutagawa formed with Ikuma Dan and Toshiro Mayuzumi in 1953. Specifically, the author points out
that the group had a function as cooperative association for film music which allows the members to behave
free from The Agreement. Furthermore, Akutagawa repeatedly used the motif called “Theme from Ako Roshi”
as a result of his “super-studio systematic” behavior. The author concludes that Akutagawa’s works were
quite unique in the history of film music in Japan.





