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The Aim and Problems of Human Rights Education in Thailand
A Case Study of an Associated School Project

BABA Satoko

The need for human rights education is now shared in every country. In many
international instruments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, human
rights education is sure to be regarded as one of the important means of protecting
human rights and dignity. "What are human rights?" however, has been the subject of
controversy in the study of international law over the past few vears. In the United
Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, human rights is defined as being universal
and inseparable. But in many countries, especially in Asia, the discussion about the
universality of human rights has also been activated from the viewpoint of cultural
relativism in recent years. Merry (2006) showed that the method and contents of human
rights education can change whether educators think universality of human rights is
important. The purpose of this paper is to examine the concept of the universality of
human rights and the problem of human rights education in Thailand. First I analyze
national curriculum and textbooks to examine the national opinions of human rights.
Second, I examine the Associated Schools Project (a joint project of the Ministry of
BEducation and UNESCQO) a project to which Ministry of Education is deeply related

because it is the main official activity of human rights education in Thailand.
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