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The Popularization of Pseudo-Historical Discourse in South Korea
and its Relationship with the Media Environment

by
PARK Kitae

The purpose of this paper is to examine the “popularization” of pseudo-
historical discourse in Korea based on the changes in the media
environment from the 1990s to the 2000s, and to clarify the process of its
diffusion and transformation. In response to two issues addressed in
previous research, namely the lack of interdisciplinary examination of the
background to the spread of pseudo-historical discourse and the lack of
examination of the relationship between the popularizing history and the
critique of pseudo-history, I will analyze how pseudo-historical discourse
has been accepted and reproduced.

This paper examines changes and provides specific examples of the
media environment related to the production and consumption of pseudo-
historical discourse from the 1990s to the 2010s. I analyze popular
literature, Internet communities, and online controversies to elucidate the
influence of the media environment on the spread of pseudo-historical
discourse. In particular, this paper focuses on the impact of the growth of
popular literature and the spread of the Internet on the “popularization” of
pseudo-historical discourse.

Within this paper, I first summarize the trends, characteristics, and
issues found in previous research on pseudo-historical discourse and forged
writings in Korea. Before examining them, I divided the studies into those
done prior to the year 2000 and those from 2010 onwards, and I confirmed
that behind these studies of the diffusion of pseudo-historical discourse and
its influence was a sense of crisis in the community of academic historians.

Next, based on the trends and issues dealt with in previous research, I
saw the “popularization” of pseudo-historical discourse accompanying
changes in the media environment from the dynamic perspective of
“production and consumption” and classified the diffusion process.
Specifically, I analyzed the content and characteristics of pseudo-historical
discourse found in popular literature that had become popular in Korea in
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the 1990s, the themes of pseudo-historical discourse in large online
communities (“cafes”) created in the 2000s, and the historical background
surrounding them. In this way, I have clarified that while pseudo-historical
discourse displays patriotic and =xenophobic characteristics, pseudo-
historical discourse has been widely disseminated to the masses through
popular literature, and that the spread of the Internet has transformed
consumers of conventional passive pseudo-historical discourse into
producers of it.

This paper elucidates these consistent trends of “popularization” of
pseudo-historical discourse since the 1990s. Due to changes in the media
environment, more and more people gradually became involved not only as
consumers of pseudo-historical discourse, but also as active producers. This
trend includes the acceleration of the spread of the Internet around the
year 2000, and the confrontation between critics and followers of pseudo-
historical discourse in the Internet controversies of the 2010s, and finally
the process of the weakening power of believers. It also points out that
the reinvigoration of criticism of pseudo-historical discourse in the late
2010s may have developed in continuity with the Internet debates that
preceded it.

Through these studies, this paper examines the transformation of
pseudo-historical discourse from a long-term perspective and dynamically
elucidates its relationship with the media. It points out that the trend of
consuming existing pseudo-historical discourses and producing original
discourses through online communities where non-expert individuals can
easily browse and freely use historical materials is an important insight
into the “popularizing history” that has been sought in the academic
discipline of history.

Keywords; Pseudo-History, Popular Literature, Internet Community,
Popularizing History, Media Environment
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