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The Dynamics of River Transport in Roman Pannonia:
The Economic Activities in the Save and Drave River Basin

under the Severan Dynasty

Yuriko NOZAKI

It would contribute to revealing how Rome ruled the provinces to investigate the cultures
and traditions of the indigenous, which have not been fully examined in the study of the
Roman provinces; did they transform under the Principate, or did they have any impact on
Rome’s control? This paper will discuss river transport on the Save and Drave rivers in western
Pannonia. People in the river basins, who benefitted from the geographical conditions of the
area, had long been engaged in trade and transportation. Since Rome recognized the economic
importance of river transportation, it urbanized the area and intensified an integrated system,
connecting land and river transport. This affected the life of the indigenous people through an
increase of job opportunities and trade with a wider area.

Under the Severan emperors, owing to the relative stability on the border along the Danube,
Pannonia is considered to have enjoyed prosperity, which would have stimulated transportation
of commodities and inter-provincial trade, and activated river transport. Inscriptions and
epitaphs excavated from the river basins attest the activity of people related to shipping. Also,
the results of the excavation of an indigenous community which lay in the region between the
two river basins present the possibility that the ‘un-Romanized’ inhabitants participated in some
way in the network of transport. It is probable that a strengthened economic base was one of the
causes which enthroned a series of emperors coming from the river basins.

Thus, the relationship between the indigenous people and Rome was interactive, not

unilaterally Rome’s influence on the indigenous.



