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LAPAROSCOPIC RESECTION OF RETROPERITONEAL
SCHWANNOMA : REPORT OF THREE CASES AND REVIEW
OF 22 CASES IN JAPANESE LITERATURE

Tetsuya Imao, Masaya Sek1, Toshiyasu AMANO and Katsuro TAKEMAE
The Department of Urology, Nagano Red Cross Hospital

Retroperitoneal schwannoma is a rare tumor. Only 19 cases have been reported to be treated by
laparoscopic surgery. We performed successful laparoscopic excision of retroperitoneal schwannoma using
the four-trocar in three patients who had a left retroperitoneal mass. The patients were two women and one
man. They were 62, 60 and 57 years old. The tumor was 70, 45 and 50 mm in greatest diameter and
operative time was 204, 243 and 254 min. respectively. The pathological diagnosis of the tumor was
schwannoma. There was no morbidity or mortality. Preoperative diagnosis of schwannoma is very
difficult. However schwannoma is a benign tumor with a good prognosis. This laparoscopic excision for
retroperitoneal schwannoma is effective and rather safe.

(Hinyokika Kiyo 57: 491-495, 2011)
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Fig. 2. (A):T1 weighted MRI reveals a heterogeneous hypointense mass (arrow).  (B): T2 weighted MRI reveals

a heterogeneous hyperintense mass (arrow).
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Fig. 4.

Histpathologic examination revealed schwan-
noma consisting of both Antoni A (black
arrow) and B type (white arrow). Low-
power photomicrograph, 10, H & E.
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Table 1. Twenty-two cases of retroperitoneal schwannoma treated by laparoscopic surgery
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