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Summary

In this paper, we are to examine how Imamura Taihei (1911-86), one of Japan's leading film
critics, tried to explore the concept of social order through the arguments on media mainly of
movies.

Imamura was a unique writer in the history of Japanese film criticism. His life was devoted to
build up the universal “movie theory” and has been depicted by his biographers as a proud,
solitary person, owing partly to his quirk personality.

However, we cannot deny the fact that the discourse of Imamura has covered some wide range
of social and ideological history far beyond the area of movie theory. For he was eager to
construct some probable social order, that is, a social order one through the talks about the media
and proposals about “East Asia Co-prosperity” by means of film reviews.

Through this analysis of the discourse of Imamura, we can reach the position of historical
possibility that the media theory could have imploded Imperial Japan.

Keywords : Imamura Taiheli, film critic, East Asia Co—prosperity, Imperial Japan, publicness



