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A Genealogy of the Bronze Mirror Sétoryamon-Kyo

WEREE 8% or Ishisanko-Kyb L3 =4N45%
by
Toshinori Nishimura

The form of the bronze mirrors called Ishisankid-kyo is one of the
typical in China after the latter half of the 2nd century. The motif
of the main pattern of these mirrors has not been identified. But
analyzing then minutely, we can trace back the process of the defor-
mation of their pattern. The original motif is found to be Sétéryii-
mon . a motif of a dragon with two heads at both ends. So I advocate
that the name of these mirrors should be changed to Sétdryimon-kyo.
And this process not only began in the 2nd century but also finished
in the same century.

As regards Ishisankd-Ky6 dug up in Japan, I've also considered
those in the Yayo: Bn4: period and Kofun 5 period is clearly sepa-
rated. As compared with the mirrors in the Kohun period, those in
the Yayoj period have only the patterns less deformed.
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