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Demon-faced Ridge-end Tiles of the Nara Period
by
IWATO Akiko

In the Nara period, two groups of Demon-faced ridge-end tiles usually called
oni-gawara 5. J0, Heijokynw SEYE Palace style and Nantositidaiji T #-t K 3
seven great temples style, were used in and around the capital. They were the
first ridge-end tiles mass produced by molding.

Until now, the design has been a popular subject in the study of ridge-end tiles.
But, the ridge-end tiles have been studied less than eave tiles, flat tiles, or round
tiles. Therefore, focusing upon the functional side of these tiles, which is roofing,
might provide a new and intriguing standpoint study.

Investigating varieties and changes of functional features will reveal the
developmental process in Nara period tile molding. Such functional features are
the shape, the formation of the hole gouged out at the base, and the ways of size
adjustment for the various kinds or sizes of ridges. The expansion of
constructors’ organizations can be one reason for its development. It is also
presumable that the artisans engaged in manufacturing the ridge-eng tiles of
Heijokyu Palace and the artisans engaded in manufacturing the ride-end tiles of
Nantositidaiji temples somehow interacted, exchanging information about the
latest techniques.

The Accession of Vespasian and the East

by

KuwayamMA Tadafumi

The uniqueness of Vespasian is seen in the fact that he was the only emperor
rising from the East in the first and second centuries. From this point of view,
this paper examines the organization of the Flavian party in the East at the time of
his accession.
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