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Abstract

This paper discusses the role of Kokugaku (national learning) scholars such as Konakamura
Kiyonori, Kurokawa Mayori, and Motoori Toyokai, who participated in the creation of skoka
(school songs) during the 1880s and 1890s. It examines how they approached issues such as
moral education by reforming popular songs, nation-building by creating ceremonial singing,
and the assimilation of Western music. In previous studies on skoka, the role of Kokugaku scholars
in the process of skoka creation has received little attention.

This paper examines their role in three cases of shoka creation: the Tokyo Prefecture shoka
creation plan, the creation of Shukujitsu-Daisaijitsu shoka (shoka for national holidays), and the
creation of shoka for Tokyo Academy of Music concerts. The findings reveal three points: first,
Kokugaku scholars sought to the way of integrating rather than excluding “vulgar” popular
elements; second, they shared the process of shoka creation with music administration leaders,
but they had distinct conceptions of education and state; and third, Kokugaku scholars, who
regarded waka as Japan's native art, resonated with Muraoka Hanichi's ideal of creating music
worthy of a civilized nation, and they tried to blend Western music with Japanese waka.

In the creation of shoka, Kokugaku scholars were grounded in waka and historical research
tradition, but they respond flexibly to problems. They played vital role in the creation of skoka
suited to Japan's modern nationhood.

Keywords: Kokugaku sholars, skoka, The reform of popular songs, Shukujitsu—Daisaijitsu shoka,
Tokyo Academy of Music (Tokyo Ongaku Gakko)
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