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A study was initiated on the influence of
habitat disturbance, through logging and coni-

~ fer plantations, on the distribution and diet of

Japanese macaques (M. fuscata yakui) in the
lowland forests of Yakushima, Kagoshima-ken.
Census data were collected synchronously at
four sites on-three to four days of each week
by a team of volunteer assistants. The sites,
which were all at similar altitudes (300-800m
asl), represented a range of logging pressure.
Faccal samples were also collected at each site.
These were oven dried and analyzed used to as-
sess inner-site differences in diet. The vegeta-
tion composition of the forest was measured
using 20x20m quadrats, The assistants were -
trained by myself and N. Agetsuma from May
to July 1994 and systematic data collection
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