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I stayed at Department of Computing and Control, Imperial
College, London from 1973 to 1975 supported by the British
Council. It was my fist experience of visiting a foreign country.
On my way to London, the aeroplane, B707, developed small
trouble twice. The first one was informed as engine trouble, and
the second as something with electrical systems. As a result, I
had to stay overnight legally outside Japan but actually in Tokyo
and to taste exactly the same menu in the aeroplane three times.
Fortunately, quality of the aeroplane meal was not so bad in
those days. Still, I found my appetite diminishing at the third
time even for smoked salmon which I liked so much. (I should
dare to say that "smoked salmon" was a part of my reason for
choosing Britain as the place of my first visit.)

The above trouble induced another in London. The travel was
organized by the British Council and a party of about ten flew
together via Anchorage. We started Osaka on the evening of 25
August 1973 and landed at Heathrow after 42 hours. It was
already the morning of the 27th which happened to be a Bank
Holiday. So those members who rushed to central London
immediately after landing could not change money until the next
day. I myself changed money at the Airport, but that caused me
another trouble of transportation. (I would skip this story.)

Money! Yes, one sterling pound was approximately 700 yen.
Now, it is about 170 yen. In my memory, my salary as an
instructor at Kyoto University was something equivalent to 70%
of the salary of the youngest lecturer at the department where I
stayed. Accommodation was much more expensive, say twice
more, in London than in Kyoto, but food was generally less
expensive. For instance, one pound of meat for roast beef could
be purchased for £1.00-1.20. Even long-grain rice was not more
expensive than in Japan. Good Californian rice could be bought
by almost the same price. Perhaps for this reason, I gained 10 kg

during the two-year stay.
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Dozens of things and stories were waiting for me in London,
which I am tempted to tell about. For instance, the IRA bomb
explosion at Marble Arch welcomed us who were attending the
"introductory class to Britain" a few blocks away, and gave a
very good lesson based on reality. Early 1974, there arose the
"oil shock " and I experienced shopping with candle light. But I
would choose the next one to introduce here for its being
somewhat intellectual and yet very interesting. That is a book
titled "HOW TO BE AN ALIEN."

I do not remember exactly how I am acquainted with this
book. Maybe one of my colleague suggested, or I just happened
to take a copy at the book store. Anyhow, I bought it at W. H.
Smith on Kensington Road and started to read in the evening. I
finished reading within that night, which was very rare for me.
The book was so interesting, and easy to read as well. In the
preface, I learned that the book was first published in 1946 and
quickly ran into 24 impressions. It was written by a Polish
refugee, George Mikes, and illustrated by a painter, Nicolas
Bentley. Mikes described many funny phenomena observed in
the daily life in England. Variety of topics are covered; the
weather, soul and understatement, tea, sex, publishers, the
language, how to be clever, how to be rude, - . His writing
was basically sarcastic, but behind the critical words I found, I
believed so, his friendliness to Englishmen. The pictures by
Bentley illustrated the contents very skillfully. They helped me
to quickly understand what Mikes meant. I could learn, or
re-recognize, many interesting characters of Englishmen and
"customs" in their country in one night. I hope you could
purchase a copy even now.

I have read many publications about Japan, which are written
by foreign visitors. I found some of them quite interesting, but
have not met something equivalent to Mikes's "HOW TO BE AN
ALIEN." I once tried to read a book titled "Country of Rising
Yen" or so by Mikes himself. But I felt it rather superficial and
stopped reading. This was because, I estimate, his experience in
Japan was very much limited. I can count many reasons why

non

such a book does not come out: "Japanese are too sober," "they

"o

are not talented to entertain others," "visitors to Japan are too
polite," -+ , none of which I really believe. I wish that one of

the readers of this newsletter writes such a book in some day.
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Hello everybody?

Let me introduce myself. My name is Hang-Seok CHOI from
Korea.

I came here last year and entered as a doctoral course student.
Now I am a second year student of the doctoral course. Firstly, I
would like to introduce the university from which I graduated.
POSTECH (Pohang University of Science and Technology) is
one of the greatest universities in Korea for science and
technology. The Pohang University of Science and Technology,
POSTECH, was first established on November 25, 1986.
POSTECH was the realization of two outstanding visionaries --
Professor Hogil Kim, founding president of POSTECH and Mr.
Tae-Joon Park, founding chairman of the Pohang Iron and Steel
Company, POSCO -- who envisioned the singular goal of
building a world-class research university in Korea. It was
through the collaborative initiative of these two great men and
what they represented that POSTECH has been able to defy all
odds to achieve the level of success and recognition that it enjoys
today. Combining the scientific and educational expertise of
Professor Kim and the financial and enterprising ability of
Chairman Park, they followed a simple formula of selecting a
small number of outstanding students, supporting them fully to
allow them to concentrate on their studies devoid of financial
distractions, and recruiting the finest faculty available. In pursuit
of substantive academic exchanges and collaborations with
acclaimed institutions of higher learning around the world,
POSTECH has entered into academic agreements with 39
universities in 13 countries. At present 162 POSTECH exchange
students have studied for six-month periods at sister universities,
with 59 foreign exchange students studying at POSTECH. While
POSTECH continues to limit its number of freshmen
admissions, it has grown both in its educational and research
activities as well as its renown and academic standing in the
scientific community. In May of 1998 Asiaweek Magazine
selected POSTECH as the Top University in Science and
Technology in Asia in its survey of Asian Universities and
Institutions of Higher Learning. Also, the Korean Ministry of
Education has recognized POSTECH as Most Outstanding
University in Educational Reform every year since 1996.
POSTECH is proud to house the Pohang Accelerator Laboratory,
PAL -- the only synchrotron light accelerator found in Korea.
PAL was established in 1994 as a National User Facility. With 14
beam lines currently under operation there have been a total of
3126 scientists -- from Korea and abroad -- having conducted
more than 749 research projects at PAL as of Year 2000. With 8
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" T would like to adopt an immortal saying from bible. That is

additional beam lines to be installed by the end of 2004 PAL will
become one of the largest synchrotron radiation facilities in the
world.

Active research is also pursued in each of the 10 departments.
More than 537 researchers are involved in research activities in
cooperation with faculty members on 611 projects financed by a
US $50 million research fund.

Now, I dare to say my opinion and experience in Kyoto
University.

For life and study in Kyoto, I would like to suggest that
foreign students focus on the reconciliation between two
different cultures from their own background or subjectivity.

When I first came here, I felt the culture difference between
Korea and Japan, even though Japan is not so far from my home
country. I expect that you also may feel the kind of differences
which I felt and may fall into a hard position from
misunderstandings caused by these kinds of culture differences.
But the most important thing, I think, is not way you feel at first
but how to recognize the differences and harmonize with
Japanese society. In other words, if you have troubles from
culture differences, the fastest way to overcome is to try to
accept that the problems are due to differences in culture and
reanalyze how you should respond. It may be helpful to consult
with counselor at Kyoto University. But, trial and error must
ultimately be your teacher and it is not as easy as it might sound.
However, I believe that during such trial and error, you can find
that you gradually come to have an open mind and think more
broadly than before. This is also additional fruit, which you can
get through your studying abroad.

Another important thing is not to lose your vision and goal for
studying abroad which you set up before coming here.
Sometimes, there is difference between what you expect and
what you should do in reality for your study. This may make you
disappointed and weakened. But, I believe if you have a will,
there is a way for reaching where you want to go. From time to
time, it is better to check your position in your studying map. I
think that life is endless studying seeking for the truth, which
may be academic or a relationship between people or
enlightenment etc. We all stand on the same line inside
university from this point of view, searching for truth. And the
easiest place to pursue the truth is perhaps university. So, finally
The truth shall set you free". So, please have a wide vision and
search for your own truth. It is up to you to open your mind
more widely and to go into the new world or not.

I sincerely hope you successfully finish your study in good
health and achieve your ambitions.

Thank you for your attention!

Overview of Avand Fluids Engineering Research Center
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