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An Aspect of Haji-Ware Production in the Late Medieval Period:
The Case of the Tosa District

by

NAKAI Atsushi

Medieval Haji ware (:fii$$) is one of the most common artifacts
excavated from medieval sites in Japan. It is known that medieval people
used this variety of earthenware in various contexts of their lives; in other
words, Haji ware was one of the most familiar implements employed by
medieval people. A major focus in the study of Haji ware has been how to
estimate the age of sites and features chronologically, however, few
researchers have addressed the problems of the aspects of Haji-ware
production because of the absence of excavated production sites. The
commonly accepted view, which has been nebulously stated, is that Haji
ware was produced self-sufficiently by each village, but this view is open to
question. The purpose of this paper is to introduce a model of medieval Haji-
ware production, using the Chosokabe chiken-chi (ZRFEBHMIE) as the
object of study. The Chasokabe chiken-cho is a cadastral register prepared by
the Chosokabe clan (B5E#EBI), who were the Sengoku-era daimyé of Tosa
(:4k). This register records accounts of the sizes of properties, place names
and the names of owners of residences and fields in Tosa province. In this
paper, I collected examples of the residences and fields of potters and the
place name Honogi (. %) that was concerned with Haji ware from the
Chasokabe chiken-cho.

As a result of this examination, it is clear that Haji ware potters lived in
the plains of Tosa and that their households were distributed in a ratio of
several to each district. Judging from the case of Haji-ware potters of the
Edo period who constructed kilns in their own residences, it can be
surmised that the distribution of Haji-ware potter’s residences matched
distribution in the producing area. So, the range of Haji-ware distribution
extended to a single district at most. Haji ware was not a product of self-
sufficient communities as the commonly accepted view suggests; it should be
thought as a trading product, even if it was traded on a small scale.
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Haji-ware potters possessed paddy fields in addition to their residences,
and they depended partly on agriculture and partly on pottery for their
livelihoods. Most lived in rural villages, but some moved to areas of
population concentration nearby the lord’s castles and markets. It is likely
that some potters intended to become specialists of Haji-ware production.
This kind of commercial development in Haji-ware potters and their
production should not overlooked

Medieval Haji-ware production did not necessarily rely on advanced
technologies, and Haji ware could be made from clay extracted from paddy
fields and everywhere. That is, Haji-ware production was one of the simplest
pottery industries in medieval Japan. Although from the viewpoint of
technology and raw materials, launching the production of Haji ware would
have been easy, in point of fact, it was not a simple matter. This was
because Haji-ware potters needed to acquire guarantees of mining rights
from the feudal lords. This worked to retard unrestricted removal and
production by Haji-ware potters. From the investigation of the place name
Honogi, I indicate that Haji-ware potters had strong relations with temples
and shrines, rather than daimyd and kokujin (EIA) until the sixteenth
century. In the background of this characteristic of Haji-ware production
were the small-scale supply and dispersible production along with fragility
of the product itself. There was large demand for Haji ware in the late
medieval period, but the demand fell off in the Edo period due to the
development of Japanese ceramic production. Meanwhile, Haji-ware potters
didn’t develop as a specialist occupation.

In this paper, I present a model of Haji-ware production based on an
investigation of late-medieval records. Although it will be necessary to
confirm a similar local character from archaeological materials, this model
presents the first concrete image of Haji-ware production, and I believe it
will prove valuable in the study of the production of medieval earthenware.
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