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A Democratization Project in Contemporary Bhutan:

Establishing New Distances from ‘Politics’

MIYAMOTO Mari

Abstract
This paper attempts to describe current political reforms and their social influences in
contemporary Bhutan, focusing on transitions in the roles of its parliament, monarch, Buddhist
institutions and monks. While the new constitution upholds national unity and consolidation and
attempts to eliminate any risks of division caused by ethnic or religious reasons, the election
system implemented as a symbol of ‘democracy’ is establishing new borders in society indicated
by the distance from ‘politics.” In particular, a provision that removes ‘religious personality’ from
the electoral register, and also provisions that prevent religious persons and members of local
governments from being enrolled in party politics, deprive people of the opportunity to hold
multiple identifications and make them choose one category to belong to exclusively. In this paper,
I would like to describe the features of the Bhutanese way of ‘democracy’ and review possible

future research themes in relation to democracy and religion in South Asia.
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oo TEZ Y= [BEZLEZTHM] W) A7 T) —ICFESINSL L) IRRIE. A4D7%
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